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A Place to Belong, Grow, and Discover God’s Love
"Come and see." — John 1:46

Serving the communities of Stanwell and Ashford with faith, hope, and love.
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A VERY WARM WELCOME TO YOU!

Thank you for picking up this Welcome Pack - I hope you find in these pages a

sense of the life, love, and joy that we share as the parish of St Mary the Virgin,
Stanwell, and St Matthew, Ashford.

Whether you're visiting for the first time, seeking a church to call home, or
simply curious about the Christian faith, you are truly welcome here. Our parish
life is centred on the worship of God, especially in the beauty of the Mass, and
rooted in the love of Jesus Christ. Here, you’ll find a commumty of people who
are learning, day by day, what it means to ' ]
follow Him - with all the messiness and joy
that life brings.

Our doors are open to everyone: the
curious, the committed, the joyful, the
searching, and those who just need a quiet
place to sit and pray. We are a family - in
all its variety - bound together by faith,
friendship, and the call to love.

As you read on, I invite you to picture
yourself as part of this story. We’d love you
to stay after Mass for coffee, chat with a friendly face, or join us for one of our
many community events.

If I can help you in any way - whether you’re thinking of baptism, getting
married, or simply want a conversation about faith - my door is always open.

Welcome to the family.

Yours in Christ,

LE B

Fr Stuart King SSC
Parish Priest
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WHY YOU’LL LOVE IT HERE

Beautiful Worship - Our liturgy and music
lift hearts and minds to God, drawing us
into His presence. From the stillness of
weekday Mass to the splendour and joy of
Sunday worship, we offer the beauty of
holiness to inspire prayer and praise.

A Place for All Ages - Whether it's Messy
Church for families, engaging discipleship
courses, or small groups for prayer and
learning, there is space for everyone to
belong, grow, and deepen their faith
journey.

Community & Friendship - We are more
than a congregation; we are a family of faith,
sharing life’s joys and challenges together.
Through conversation, coffee, and care, we
seek to reflect the warmth and love of

Christ.

Rooted in Tradition, Open to All - We
stand firmly in the Catholic tradition of the
Church of England, combining the richness
of ancient worship with a heartfelt welcome
for all who come seeking God’s love.

A Living Faith - Our faith moves beyond
Sunday. Through acts of service, charity,
and everyday discipleship, we strive to live
out Christ’s love in our neighbourhoods,
being His hands and heart in the world.

Beautiful Worship

A Living Faith

"Let us love one another, for love is from God." — 1 John 4:7
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OUR STORY & MISSION

St Mary’s and St Matthew’s are two vibrant
parish churches, in one parish, joyfully
serving the communities of Stanwell and
Ashford. Both are steeped in centuries of
prayer, tradition, and faithfulness, standing
as living testaments to the Gospel and the
enduring hope of Christ’s Church. Their
very stones seem to echo the prayers of
generations, reminding us that the faith we
share today is part of a much greater story.

At St Mary’s, you step into a sacred space
where history and holiness meet - a building
p—A that has welcomed pilgrims, seekers, and
OUR STORY & worshippers for hundreds of years. St
YIRS N Matthew’s, equally rich in heritage, remains a
thriving centre of community life, prayer,
and mission. Here, the rhythm of worship
and the warmth of hospitality go hand in hand, inviting all who enter to find
rest and renewal.

Our mission is simple yet profound: to worship God in the beauty of holiness,
to welcome all who cross our threshold, and to serve our neighbours with
compassion, joy, and love. Whether you are exploring faith for the first time,
returning after some time away, or seeking a deeper walk with Christ, you are
welcome.

We seek to live out Christ’s call:
“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations.” - Matthew 28:19.

Rooted in the Catholic tradition of the Church of England, we offer worship,
music, and teaching that open hearts to the wonder of following Jesus.
Together, we are growing as a prayerful, welcoming family of faith, committed to
sharing God’s love with our whole community.
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THE HEART OF WORSHIP

The Mass is the beating heart of our parish
life - the central act of Christian worship,

| where heaven and earth meet. It is here that
4 we come together as the Body of Christ to

. give thanks for God’s love, to hear His Word
proclaimed, and to be nourished by the gift
of the Eucharist. Through the beauty of the
liturgy, the richness of music, and the power
of Scripture, we gather as God’s people to
offer our praise and receive His grace.

On Sundays, our worship is both solemn
and joyful. The ringing of the bells calls us
to prayer, while the clouds of incense rise
like our hearts lifted towards God. The
timeless prayers of the Church and the
‘ I l reverence of the Eucharistic celebration
remind us that this is not just something we
do - it is who we are. During the week, our daily Masses offer quieter, more
intimate moments to be still, to pray, and to draw close to Christ in the midst
of life’s busyness.

We cherish the seasons of the Church’s year - Advent and Christmas, Lent
and Easter - each offering us opportunities to deepen our faith and experience
God’s love in new ways. Through rich symbolism, music, and prayer, these
sacred times invite us to walk more closely with Jesus.

Our choirs, servers, lectors, and volunteers ensure that every celebration is
prayerful, beautiful, and welcoming. Whether you are visiting, returning, or
seeking a spiritual home, you are invited to take your place at the Lord’s table.

“O taste and see that the Lord is good;
happy are those who take refuge in him.”

- Psalm 34:8
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CHILDREN & FAMILIES

“Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me,
and do not stop them; for it is to such as these
that the kingdom of heaven belongs.” -
Matthew 19:14

Children are a cherished and vital part of our
parish family. We believe that worship, prayer,
and belonging should be natural and joy-filled
experiences for people of every age - from the
smallest baby to the oldest grandparent. Our
aim is to create spaces where children can
discover faith in a way that is welcoming,

engaging, and fun.

Messy Church - A lively and creative way for families to worship together, with
crafts, storytelling, songs, and shared food. It’s church - but not as you might
expect! Messy Church meets on the third Saturday of the month during term
time at St Mary’s (15:00-17:00), offering a relaxed environment for all ages to
learn and grow in faith.

Children’s Corners - Both of our churches have dedicated children’s areas with
toys, books, and simple activities to help little ones engage during Mass and feel
at home in God’s house.

Faith at Home - We provide easy prayers,
bedtime blessings, and creative ideas to help
parents and carers nurture faith with their
children in everyday life.

Parents with toddlers or babies are warmly
encouraged to remain with their children
during Mass.

Every child is truly welcome here - whether
you're visiting once, exploring faith together,
or beginning a lifelong journey of walking with Jesus.
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FAITH & DISCIPLESHIP

To be a Christian is to be a disciple of Jesus
- someone who learns from Him, listens to
His voice, and follows wherever He leads. In
our parish, discipleship is not just something
we talk about; it is the heartbeat of all we do.
[t means living a life shaped and transformed
by prayer, rooted in love, and expressed
through acts of service and faithfulness.

We offer four discipleship courses each year

| - during Advent, Lent, June, and September.
| These gatherings create sacred space for us to
. open the Scriptures together, ask challenging
and meaningful questions, and deepen our
understanding of God’s presence and
purpose in our lives. They are designed for
anyone - whether you are exploring faith for
the first time, returning after time away, or
seeking to grow deeper in your walk with Christ.

Discipleship matters because it is through following Jesus that our lives find
meaning and purpose. It is how faith grows beyond words and becomes a living
witness to the Gospel. As we walk the path of discipleship, we discover who we
truly are - beloved children of God - and how we can share His love with the
world.

The 12 Marks of Discipleship give us a framework for daily Christian living: to
love God and our neighbour, to serve generously, to bear fruit through our
actions, to remain in constant prayer, and to share the hope of our faith with
others.

You might begin by joining a Bible study group, coming along to one of our
Q&A evenings with the Ministry Team, or simply spending a few quiet
moments in prayer after Mass. Whatever path you take, know this: you are never
alone on the road of faith.
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PARISH LIFE SNAPSHOT

We are a lively, welcoming family of faith
with something for everyone, whatever your
age or experience of church. Our parish life
is built on worship, friendship, and service,
with many opportunities to get involved,
grow in faith, and find your place among
us. Here are a few ways you can share in
our community:

Lay Ministry - From greeting people at the
door to reading Scripture, leading prayers,
or serving at the altar, our lay ministers play
a vital role in making worship meaningful
and accessible.

The Thirst After Righteousness - An informal gathering after Evensong and
Benediction, where we explore faith, life, and current issues at the King’s Head.

Bell Ringing - Our bell ringers meet every Thursday (19:00-20:30) at St Mary’s
and ring joyfully before Sunday Mass at St Matthew’s, as well as for weddings
and funerals.

Choir & Music - St Matthew’s Choir sings every Sunday at the 09:30 Mass and

special services throughout the year, bringing beauty and inspiration through
traditional choral music.

Scouting & Children’s Groups - Our 3rd Ashford Scout Group and children’s

activities give young people space to grow, learn, and experience the joy of
community.

The Mothers’ Union - A branch of the worldwide movement, meeting
regularly for fellowship, prayer, and practical support for family life.

Coffee Mornings - Join us on Wednesdays at St Mary’s (10:00-12:00, before
Mass) or Thursdays at St Matthew’s (10:00-12:00, after Mass) for tea, coffee,

cake, and conversation.
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EVENTS & FUNDRAISING

Christmas
Tree Festival

Our parish calendar is brimming with events
designed to bring people together, strengthen
friendships, and support the ongoing life and
mission of the parish. Whether it’s sharing a
meal, enjoying a fun quiz, or celebrating one
of our cherished traditions, there is always
something to look forward to - and always a
place for you.

Film Nights - Relax with a classic film, tasty
snacks, and good company in a friendly,
informal setting. It’s the perfect midweek
treat and a great way to meet new faces.

Parish BBQ - Each July, we gather in the
sunshine for an afternoon of food, laughter,
and conversation. Families, neighbours, and
friends all come together to enjoy this
highlight of our summer calendar.

Harvest Supper - A joyful autumn evening when we give thanks for God’s
provision. Expect hearty food, a welcoming atmosphere, and plenty of

fellowship.

Christmas Tree Festival - One of our most-loved events, where our churches

are transformed into a forest of twinkling trees, each creatively decorated by
community groups and individuals. It’s a wonderful way to prepare for

Christmas and share festive joy.

These events, along with quizzes, race nights, and our famous S. Augustine’s
Fayre, provide something for everyone, all while supporting the mission and

ministry of our parish.

To stay up-to-date with upcoming events, sign up for our Weekly Constant
Contact email via our website or office, and check our Mass sheets or posters

around the churches.
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COMMUNITY & SERVICE

Faith is never just about Sundays - it’s
about living God’s love every day. At St
Mary’s and St Matthew’s, service is at the
heart of who we are. We seek to make
Christ known by caring for one another,
serving our neighbourhoods, and praying
for the world.

Our Pastoral Visitors bring Holy
Communion and companionship to the
sick, homebound, and those in hospital,
while our Home Blessings and one-to-one
pastoral care offer encouragement and prayer in times of need.

We hold special services such as All Souls, when we invite back all those whose
loved ones’ funerals we have conducted, so they may be remembered by name.
Our Children’s Crib Services include personal invitations to every child
baptised within the last three years, ensuring that young families know they have
a home here.

We also reach out to our wider community with Christian Aid fundraising,
Food Bank collections, and seasonal charity drives. Our online and in-person
prayer request ministry means we can pray for your needs at any time.

As an accredited Eco Church, we are committed to caring for God’s creation
through sustainable practices and the beauty of our churchyards.

Our churches are open during the week - with coffee mornings (Wednesdays at
St Mary’s, Thursdays at St Matthew’s) and St Matthew’s open 11:00-15:00,
Monday to Friday as a warm hub for prayer or conversation.

Every act of service - large or small - is part of how we live the Gospel. There is
always a place for you to join us.

“Serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received.”
— 1 Peter 4:10
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YOUR NEXT STEPS

We'd love for you to journey with us!

Faith is not something we travel through
alone; it’s a shared adventure of discovering
God’s love and purpose for our lives.
Whether you're visiting for the first time,
returning after time away, or searching for a
community to call home, we want to make it
easy for you to take your next step with us.

Stay for Coffee - Nothing beats a friendly
conversation over a hot drink! After the
11:00 Mass at St Mary’s, we gather for coffee,
tea, and biscuits. It’s the perfect opportunity
to ask questions, meet friendly faces, and feel at home. We're currently
exploring ways to re-introduce coffee after the 09:30 Mass at St Matthew’s.

Join an Event - Our parish is full of life! Whether it’s a quiz night, film evening,
Messy Church, or the joy of our annual S. Augustine’s Fayre, there’s always
something to look forward to. These events are a great way to connect with
others, share stories, and enjoy time together.

Ask About Baptism or Marriage - Thinking of baptism for yourself or your
child? Planning a wedding! We’ll walk alongside you as you prepare for these
important steps in faith.

Volunteer or Join a Group - There’s a place for everyone to use their gifts,
whether in music, hospitality, bell ringing, or community outreach.

Take Your Next Spiritual Step - Faith is more than Sunday worship; it’s about
walking with Christ each day. You might join a Bible study, attend one of our
discipleship courses, or simply light a candle after Mass and spend time in
prayer. Every step, no matter how small, is part of a bigger journey of faith.

Faith is a journey we share - full of learning, joy, and support. If you'd like to
talk to someone, arrange a visit, or simply find out more, don’t wait—come and
see what’s happening! You might just find your spiritual home here.
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SERVICE TIMES

Our regular services are at the heart of our parish life. You are warmly invited to
join us at any of the following times:

Sunday
« 09:30 - Parish Mass (St Matthew’s)
« 11:00 - Parish Mass (St Mary’s)
« 18:30 - Evensong & Benediction (St Matthew’s)

Monday-Friday
« 08:30 - Lauds (Morning Prayer) - Online

Tuesday
« 18:00 - Evening Prayer & Holy Hour (St Matthew’s)
« 19:00 - Low Mass (St Matthew’s)

Wednesday

« 12:30 - Low Mass (St Mary’s)
Thursday

« 09:15 - Low Mass (St Matthew’s)
Friday

« 18:00 - Evening Prayer & Holy Hour (St Mary’s)
« 19:00 - Low Mass (St Mary’s)

Saturday
« 09:00 - The Holy Rosary - Online

For Feast Days and Holy Week, service times vary
— see our Weekly Constant Contact, Mass sheets,
or website for details.




OUR MISSION

At St Mary’s and St Matthew’s, our mission is simple yet transformative: to
know God, make Him known, and share His love with all people. The Church
is not just buildings or Sunday gatherings - it is a living family of faith, walking
with Christ and bringing His light into the world.

We Worship.

The Mass is the beating heart of parish life. Every time we gather, we are drawn
into the mystery of God’s love, offering Him our prayers, lives, and
thanksgiving. Through the beauty of liturgy, the power of Scripture, and
inspiring music, we seek to lift hearts and minds to heaven.

We Grow.

Faith is a journey. Our parish offers many ways to learn and grow - discipleship
courses, Bible studies, prayer groups, and informal conversations over coffee.
We walk alongside you, wherever you are on your spiritual path.

We Serve.

Christ calls us to love our neighbour in action. Through outreach, food bank
collections, pastoral visiting, and charitable events, we seek to live out the
Gospel daily. We also work with schools, care homes, and community groups to
bring hope and kindness.

We Welcome.

Jesus never turned anyone away - and neither do we. Whether you're exploring
faith or returning after a break, there is a place for you here. We believe every
person reflects the image of God and has a gift to share.

We Share the Story of Jesus.

Our parish life is about discovering the joy of the Gospel and inviting others to
encounter God’s love. Through worship, teaching, service, and friendship, we
hope everyone can meet Christ and be transformed by His grace.

Our prayer is that you will find in our churches a place to belong, grow, and
experience God’s love.

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations... and remember, I am with you

always.” - Matthew 28:19-20
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KEY STAFF & CONTACTS

Our parish team is here to serve you. Whether you have questions about faith,
need pastoral support, or want to get involved, we’re only a call or email away.
You can also chat to Fr Stuart or one of our welcomers after Mass.

Parish Priest

Fr Stuart King SSC - ™ fr_stuart@smam.org.uk
Parish Office

Belinda Rayner-Tickner

The Vicarage, 99 Church Road, Ashford TW15 2NY

Qo 01784 259093 | M office@smam.org.uk
Hours: Mon-Fri, 11:00-15:00

Church Wardens: Julie Bell, Melanie Cooper, Luis Elias, lan Spencer

M warden@smam.org.uk

Music & Worship

Philip Buckmaster (Choir & Music) - B music@smam.org.uk
[an Spencer (Head Server) - via office@smam.org.uk

Community & Safeguarding

Helen Potter (Safeguarding Officer) - B safeguarding@smam.org.uk
Raluca Talpos (Children’s Champion) - via office@smam.org.uk

Alan Joel (Pastoral Visitors) - M alan@smam.org.uk

Bell Ringing
Dr Chris Marshall (Tower Captain) - & bells@smam.org.uk

Website: www.smam.org.uk

Not sure who to contact?

If you're unsure who to reach out to, just email the Parish Office. We’ll make
sure your enquiry finds the right person, whether it’s a pastoral need, a baptism
enquiry, or a simple question about parish life. We're always glad to hear from
you, and every message is warmly received.
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We are so glad you’ve picked up this
Welcome Pack, and we hope it has given you
a sense of who we are: a parish family of
prayer, faith, and friendship. Here at St
Mary’s and St Matthew’s, there is always
room for you - whatever your age,
background, or journey so far.

Our parish is about more than buildings or
services; it is about people discovering God’s
love together in ways that make sense for real
life. Whether you're looking for a place to
pray, to ask big questions, or simply to find a
moment of peace - you are always welcome here.

Come and See

The best way to get to know us is to come along and share in worship. Mass is at
the heart of who we are, lifting our hearts and minds to God through prayer,
Scripture, and the beauty of the liturgy. Why not join us next Sunday! Stay for
coffee after the 11:00 Mass at St Mary’s - we’d love to meet you.

Stay Connected

Sign up for our Weekly Constant Contact email via our website or through the
Parish Office, and you’ll always know what’s happening - from services to events
and special celebrations.

Take a Next Step

[f you're curious about baptism, marriage, or taking your next steps of faith, just
speak to Fr Stuart or one of our team. Whether you want to join a group,
volunteer, or simply light a candle and pray, you’ll find a place to grow here.

Contact Us
Visit www.smam.org.uk or email office@smam.org.uk for details of services,
events, and parish life.
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