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The Rev’d Canon, Fr Stuart King SSC 

The Vicarage 
99 Church Road, Ashford, TW15 2NY 
01784 259093 fr_stuart@smam.org.uk 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

It can be difficult and challenging to plan for the funeral of a loved one in the 
midst of personal grieving. Our parish staff are well aware of this, so please 
know that we are here to guide you through the planning process and to be of 
service to you in whatever ways that we can in order to make it less 
burdensome on you. We want to respect your private sadness while also 
recognising that a funeral Mass or service is a public act of worship whereby 
the community of God’s people gathers together in prayer for the deceased as 
well as for those who grieve. The funeral rites, when carefully planned and 
carried out, have the capacity to affirm our belief in Jesus’ promise of eternal 
life and help us find hope and peace in our grief and pain. 
 

You are invited to help the priest and members of the parish staff adapt and 

personalize the funeral rites in a way that meaningfully conveys the Church’s 

consolation while reflecting the faith, life and personality of the deceased. In 

choosing the scriptural readings, designating family members or friends as 

readers, selecting the hymns, and by providing the priest with a better 

understanding of the life of the deceased, families help to provide this special 

meaning to the funeral rites. 
 

Know that you are in my prayers now and in the days ahead. 
 

Sincerely in Christ, 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Fr. Stuart King SSC 
Parish Priest 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

Christians celebrate funeral rites to offer worship and thanksgiving to God, the author of all 
life. We pray for the deceased, and support the bereaved.  
 

The model for Christian funerals is the Easter journey of Jesus Christ from death to 
resurrection. This is why we are encouraged to celebrate the funeral in three stages: prayer 
vigil, funeral liturgy, and committal.  
 

Prayer Vigil  
This is the principal rite celebrated between death and the funeral itself. It is the first stage of 
the fare-well journey; its mood is one of quiet support which helps to prepare the bereaved for 
the final leave-taking. The Vigil may be held in the home of the deceased, the funeral home, a 
hospital chapel or in another suitable placr. It may also be celebrated in church. The body of 
the deceased may be present, but this is not necessary. The form of the service is a simple 
Liturgy of the Word of God or Evening Prayer.  
 

Funeral Liturgy  
This is the main celebration of the Christian community for the deceased person. It is usually 
celebrated in the parish church where the local community gathers for the Sunday Eucharist. 
Sometimes people may celebrate the Funeral Liturgy in a crematorium or cemetery chapel. 
Two forms are possible: a funeral Mass or a funeral liturgy outside Mass.  
 

The Church encourages a Mass since the Eucharist remembers and celebrates Christ’s own 
death and resurrection. However, while the Eucharist is our central liturgy, it is not always the 
best option for every funeral.  
 

Committal  
The rite of committal usually follows on immediately from the funeral liturgy. This final act of 
leave-taking is celebrated at the graveside or at the crematorium. When a body is cremated the 
funeral liturgy is concluded with the interring of ashes sometime afterwards.  
 

While we are encouraged to celebrate a funeral over these three stages, for a variety of good 
reasons this model is not always possible or appropriate to the circumstances. Many 
combinations of funeral rites are possible. The funeral may even comprise a single act of 
worship either in the cemetery chapel or crematorium.  
 

Lord, in our grief we turn to you. Are you not the God of love always ready to hear our cries?  
 

Listen to our prayers for your servant N. whom you have called out of this world: lead him/her to 
your Kingdom of light and peace and count him/her among the saints in glory. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Planning the Funeral Liturgy 
 

All funerals in the Christian Church are conducted according to the Order of Christian Funerals. 
This is because a funeral is an event that involves the whole Church community. While the 
funeral does take place according to this Order, we invite the family and loved ones of the 
deceased to be involved in making certain decisions about the funeral liturgy. The following 
information and guidelines are to help you complete the Funeral Liturgy Planning Aid that is 
included at the back of this booklet so that you can be prepared when you come to meet with a 
priest or one of our Pastoral team.  There are three services offered in the parish for the 
families of bereaved.  Our normal pattern is to offer a Funeral Mass, however it is possible to 
have just a Funeral Office (The funeral without the Mass) and Services at the crematorium or 
graveside.  The information below tries to cover all eventualities.  However, if anything is 
unclear please ask the Parish Priest or one of the Pastoral team. 
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Music (Church only) 
 

The Director of Music will arrange for music to be provided at the funeral. This will include a 
pianist/organist and a choir (should you request it). There are instances in the liturgy where 
you can choose music and make musical requests. We invite you to make your selections and 
requests from the options included in this guide. 
 

Readings 
 

The Order of Christian Funerals normally includes a reading from the Old Testament and from 
the New Testament in addition to a Gospel reading and Psalm. We invite you to select the New 
and Old Testament readings, and the Psalm from the available options the rite gives, which are 
included in this guide. If your service is a cremation, it is usual to only have two of the four 
readings, one of which must be the Gospel.  
 

Family Participation 
 

If you so desire, you are welcome to select family and friends to participate in some of the 
ministries at the rite by reading the readings during the Liturgy of the Word, reading the 
General Intercessions, and at a Funeral mass presenting the gifts for the Eucharistic Sacrifice.  
We strongly encourage this as it shows the corporate nature of the liturgy.  It is the work of the 
people and the priest. 
 

Christian Symbols 
 

Symbols play an important role in the celebration of a Christian Funeral. If you wish, you may 
choose some family or friends to place a Book of the Gospels or a Bible on the coffin as a sign 
that a Christian lives by the word of God and that fidelity to that word leads to eternal life. A 
cross may also be placed on the coffin as a reminder that a Christian is marked by the cross in 
baptism and through Jesus’ suffering on the cross is brought to the victory of his resurrection. 
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THE FUNERAL LITURGY AT A GLANCE: 
INTRODUCTORY RITES 

 

• Greeting at the entrance of the church   

• Sprinkling with Holy Water    

• Placing of the Christian Symbols   

• Procession to the Altar   

• Opening Prayer  
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

• First Reading   

• Responsorial Psalm   

• Second Reading   

• Gospel Acclamation   

• Gospel Reading   

• Homily / Words of Remembrance *   

• General Intercessions  
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

• Preparation of the Gifts                     **  
• Eucharistic Prayer and Acclamations   ** 

 

COMMUNION RITE 
 

• The Lord’s Prayer   
• Rite of Peace                            **   
• Fraction Rite                            **   
• Post-Communion Prayer  ** 

 

FINAL COMMENDATION 

• Invitation to Prayer   

• Incensing of the Casket   

• Song of Farewell   

• Prayer of Commendation   

• Procession to the Place of Committal  
 

* This is one of two optional locations for the words of remembrance if it is to take place during the funeral.  

** These items are not included if this funeral liturgy is not a mass.  
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REQUIEM MASS 
 

 INTRODUCTORY RITES 
 

ENTRANCE PROCESSION PUT IN FAMILY’S CHOICE – pg 54   
The priest/minister precedes the coffin. 
 

THE GREETING 
The priest greets the people 
 The Lord be with you. 
All And with your spirit. 
 

SPRINKLING WITH HOLY WATER  
 In the waters of baptism  
 N. died with Christ  
 and rose with him to new life.  
 May he/she now share with him eternal glory. 
 

PLACING OF CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS  
 In life N. cherished the Gospel of Christ.  
 May Christ now greet him/her  
 with these words of eternal life:  
 Come, blessed of my Father! 
  

 In baptism N. received the sign of the cross.  
 May he/she now share in Christ's victory over death. 
 

 The burning candle represents the faith N. had in Christ.  
 This candle was given to N. in his/her baptism,  
 to be kept burning brightly.  
 May he/she now find Christ waiting for him/her in heaven. 
 

INVITATION TO PRAYER  
My dear brothers and sisters,  
let us faithfully and lovingly  
remember our dear brother/sister N.  
whom the Lord  
has taken from the trials of this world.  
Together let us earnestly pray that our God,  
who is rich in mercy,   
will forgive our brother/sister all her offences  
and welcome him/her home to a place of peace and rest. 

 

COLLECT 

Let us pray 
O God, almighty Father, 
our faith professes that your Son died and rose again;  
mercifully grant, that through this mystery  
your servant N, who has fallen asleep in Christ,  
may rejoice to rise again through him.  
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,  
one God, for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 
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 THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:6-9 PUT IN FAMILY’S CHOICE – pg 36   

A reading from the Book of Isaiah  

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of 
well-matured wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-matured wines strained 
clear. And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the 
sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death for ever. 
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people 
he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. It will be said on that day, 
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is he Lord for 
whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
The Word of the Lord.  

All   Thanks be to God!  
 

PSALM 23: PUT IN FAMILY’S CHOICE – pg 38 
 

The Lord's my shepherd, I'll not want; 
He makes me down to lie 

In pastures green; he leadeth me 
The quiet waters by. 

 

My soul he doth restore again, 
And me to walk doth make 

Within the paths of righteousness, 
E'en for his own name's sake. 

 

Yea, though I walk in death's dark vale, 
Yet will I fear no ill: 

For thou art with me, and thy rod 
And staff me comfort still. 

 

My table thou hast furnished 
In presence of my foes; 

My head thou dost with oil anoint 
And my cup overflows. 

 

Goodness and mercy all my life 
Shall surely follow me; 

And in God's house for evermore 
My dwelling-place shall be. 

 
 

SECOND READING: Apocalypse 14:13 PUT IN FAMILY’S CHOICE – pg 41 

A reading from the Book of Revelation 
And I heard a voice from heaven saying, ‘Write this: Blessed are the dead who from now 
on die in the Lord.’ ‘Yes,’ says the Spirit, ‘they will rest from their labours, for their deeds 
follow them.’ 
The Word of the Lord.  

All   Thanks be to God!  
 

PLEASE  STAND 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Jn14:6 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
I am the resurrection and the life, Says the Lord, 
Whoever believes in me will never die. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL: John 14:1-6 PUT IN FAMILY’S CHOICE – pg 44 

The Lord be with you. 
All   And with your spirit.  
 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to N. 
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house there 
are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for 
you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that 
where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.’ Thomas 
said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?’ Jesus said 
to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 
At the end of the Gospel, the Deacon, or the Priest, acclaims: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
All   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

All   Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
PLEAS E BE S EAT ED  

 

 

THE HOMILY 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
The priest/minister introduces the prayers with these or other suitable words 

For our brother/sister N. ,  
let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ, who said,  
"I am the resurrection and the life.   
Whoever believes in me shall live even in death,  
and whoever lives and believes in me shall never die." 

 
 

Lord, You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend;  
and you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress;  
draw near to us who mourn for N. ,  
and dry the tears of those who weep.   
We pray to the Lord.  

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

You raised the dead to life:  give to our brother/sister eternal life.   
We pray to the Lord.   

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

For those who cannot be here,  
for those who have asked us to pray for them,  
and for those who have been strengthened  
by the witness of our brother’s/sister's life:   
We pray to the Lord.  

All Lord, have mercy. 
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For those who suffer,  
that they may remember that "precious in the eyes of the Lord  
is the death of those he loves":   
We pray to the Lord.  

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

For all those who work among the sick  
and dedicate their lives to their service,  
that by their presence  
they may give witness to the tender mercy of God :   
We pray to the Lord.  

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

For all of us gathered here,  
that our faith may be strengthened by this celebration  
and that our sense of fraternal support may grow stronger  
We pray to the Lord.  

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

Comfort us in our sorrow at the death of N;  
let our faith be our consolation, and eternal life our hope.  We pray to the Lord.  

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

 THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 
 

PLEASE STAND 
                                        

HYMN: PUT IN FAMILY’S CHOICE – pg 56                        
 

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,  
Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy,  

Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,  
Your bliss in our hearts, Lord,  

At the break of the day. 
 

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,  
Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe,  

Be there at our labours and give us, we pray,  
Your strength in our hearts, Lord,  

At the noon of the day. 
 

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,  
Your hands swift to welcome, Your arms to embrace.  

Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,  
Your love in our hearts, Lord,  

At the eve of the day. 
 

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,  
Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm,  

Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,  
Your peace in our hearts, Lord,  

At the end of the day. 
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Pray, brothers and sisters,  
that my sacrifice and yours  
may be acceptable to God,  
the almighty Father. 

All  May the Lord  
accept the sacrifice at your hands  
for the praise and glory of his name,  
for our good and the good of all his Holy Church. 

 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 
As we humbly present to you  
these sacrificial offerings, O Lord,  
for the salvation of your servant N,  
we beseech your mercy,  
that he/she, who did not doubt your son to be a loving saviour,  
may find in him a merciful Judge.  

 Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
All Amen. 
 
 

PREFACE DIALOGUE 
 The Lord be with you. 
All And with your spirit. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 All It is right and just. 
 

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,  
always and everywhere to give you thanks,  
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,  
through Christ our lord.  
 

In him the hope of blessed resurrection has dawned,  
that those saddened by the certainty of dying  
might be consoled by the promise of immortality to come.  
Indeed for your faithful, Lord,  
life is changed not ended,  
and, when this earthly dwelling turns to dust,  
an eternal dwelling is made ready for them in heaven.  
 

And so, with angels and archangels,  
with Thrones and Dominions,  
and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven,  
we sing the hymn of your glory,  
as without end we acclaim: 

All Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

PLEAS E KNEEL  OR  S IT  
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You are indeed Holy, O Lord, the fount of all holiness. 
Make holy, therefore, these gifts, we pray, 
by sending down your Spirit upon them like the dewfall, 
so that they may become for us 
the Body and ✠ Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

At the time he was betrayed and entered willingly into his Passion,  
he took bread and, giving thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
 

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU,  
AND EAT OF IT:  
FOR THIS IS MY BODY  
WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU. 
 

 

In a similar way, when supper was ended, he took the chalice  
and, once more giving thanks, he gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

 

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU,  
AND DRINK FROM IT:  
FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD,  
THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL COVENANT,  
WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT  
FOR YOU AND FOR MANY  
FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.  
DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME. 

 

Then the principal celebrant sings: 
 The mystery of faith. 
 All When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, 

we proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
until you come again. 
 

Therefore, as we celebrate 
the memorial of his Death and Resurrection,  
we offer you, Lord, the Bread of life and the Chalice of salvation,  
giving thanks that you have held us worthy 
to be in your presence and minister to you. 
 

Humbly we pray that, partaking of the Body and Blood of Christ, 
we may be gathered into one by the Holy Spirit. 
  

Remember, Lord, your Church, 
spread throughout the world, 
and bring her to the fullness of charity, 
together with Francis the Universal pastor,  
Bartholomew the Ecumenical patriarch 
Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury 
and Jonathan our Bishop 
and all the clergy. 
 

Remember your servant N, 
 whom you have called from this world to yourself.  
Grant that he/she who was united with your Son in a death like his,  
may also be one with him in his Resurrection.  
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Remember also our brothers and sisters 
who have fallen asleep in the hope of the resurrection, 
and all who have died in your mercy: 
welcome them into the light of your face. 

 

Have mercy on us all, we pray, 
that with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God, 
with the blessed Apostles, 
and all the Saints who have pleased you throughout the ages, 
we may merit to be coheirs to eternal life, 
and may praise and glorify you 
through your Son, Jesus Christ. 

 

The principal celebrant raises the paten with the host and sings:  
 

DOXOLOGY 
Through him, and with him, and in him, 
O God, almighty Father, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honour is yours, 
for ever and ever. 

All  Amen. 
 

PLEASE  STAND 
  

 THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine teaching  
 we dare to say. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 
The priest introduces the Peace  

Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles,  
Peace I leave you, my peace I give you,  
look not on our sins, but on the faith of  your Church,  
and graciously grant her peace and unity  
in accordance with your will.  
Who live and reign for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All and also with you. 

 

Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 
 

All exchange the sign of peace with those next to them.  This takes the form of a handshake with 
the words “Peace be with you”.   

PLEAS E KNEEL  OR  S IT  
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The Agnus Dei is sung as the bread is broken 
All Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant them rest. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant them rest. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant them eternal rest. 

 

GIVING OF COMMUNION  
The priest says this invitation to communion 
 Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.  
 Blessed are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb. 
All Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof,  
 but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 
 

The priest and people receive communion (or a blessing for those who do not normally receive in 
their own church), during which you may like to use the devotional prayers, at the rear of this 
order of service, during the silences. 
 

 

COMMUNION HYMN: PUT IN FAMILY’S CHOICE pg 56   PLEASE REMAINED SEATED 
 

Praise the Lord! Ye heavens, adore him; 
praise him, angels, in the height; 

sun and moon, rejoice before him, 
praise him, all ye stars and light. 

Praise the Lord! for he hath spoken; 
worlds his mighty voice obeyed: 

laws, which never shall be broken, 
for their guidance he hath made. 

 

Praise the Lord! for he is glorious; 
never shall his promise fail: 

God hath made his saints victorious; 
sin and death shall not prevail. 
Praise the God of our salvation; 

hosts on high, his power proclaim; 
heaven and earth and all creation, 

laud and magnify his name! 
 

PLEASE  STAND 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 
Lord God, whose son left us,  
in the sacrament of his Body,  
food for the journey,  
mercifully grant that, strengthened by it,  
our sister N. may come  
to the eternal table of Christ.  
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 
 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
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 TIME OF REMEMBRANCE 
 

WORDS OF REMEMBRANCE  -  
 

POEM – Remember Me by David Harkin PUT IN FAMILY’S CHOICE pg 50        
 You can shed tears that she is gone  
Or you can smile because she has lived  
You can close your eyes and pray that she will come back  
Or you can open your eyes and see all that she has left  
Your heart can be empty because you can't see her  
Or you can be full of the love that you shared 
You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday  
Or you can be happy for tomorrow because of yesterday  

 

You can remember her and only that she is gone  
Or you can cherish her memory and let it live on  
You can cry and close your mind, be empty and turn your back  
Or you can do what she would want:  
smile, open your eyes, love and go on. 

 

PLEASE  STAND 
 

HYMN- PUT IN FAMILY’S CHOICE pg 56        

 

And did those feet in ancient time 
Walk upon England's mountain green? 

And was the holy Lamb of God 
On England's pleasant pastures seen? 

And did the countenance divine 
Shine forth upon our clouded hills? 

And was Jerusalem builded here 
Among those dark satanic mills? 

 

Bring me my bow of burning gold! 
Bring me my arrows of desire! 

Bring me my spear! O clouds, unfold! 
Bring me my chariot of fire! 

I will not cease from mental fight, 
Nor shall my sword sleep in my hand, 

Till we have built Jerusalem 
In England's green and pleasant land. 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
 

 FINAL COMMENDATION 
 

INVITATION TO PRAYER  
Before we go our separate ways,  
let us take leave of our brother/sister.  
May our farewell express our affection for him/her;  
may it ease our sadness and strengthen our hope.  
One day we shall joyfully greet him/her again  
when the love of Christ, which conquers all things,  
destroys even death itself. 

 

SILENCE 
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O God, in whose sight all creation lives  
and by whose power our bodies  
do not perish utterly in death  
but are transformed and changed for the better,  
listen to our earnest prayer for your servant N..  
Merciful and gracious as you are,  
kindly forgive our brother/sister  
whatever he/she may have done  
contrary to your will  
by reason of his/her human weakness.  
Command him/her to be taken  
by the hands of your holy angels  
and carried safely to the bosom of the patriarchs,  
there to enjoy the happiness  
of your faithful ones,  
with Abraham your friend,  
Isaac your beloved,  
and Jacob your chosen one. 
And on that great and final Day of Judgment,  
grant that his/her portion may be among  
your saints and your elect,  
and that he/she may share in that eternal glory  
which no eye has seen, nor ear heard,  
nor the human heart conceived,  
the glory you have prepared for those who love you.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

All  Amen. 
 

SIGNS OF FAREWELL  
The Coffin may now be incensed and sprinkled with holy water 
 

SONG OF FAREWELL –  
Saints of God, come to her aid!  
Hasten to meet her, angels of the Lord!  

All  Receive her soul and present her to God the Most High. 
 

May Christ, who called you, take you to himself;  
may angels lead you to the bosom of Abraham. 

 

PRAYER OF COMMENDATION  
Into your hands, Father of mercies,  
we commend our brother/sister N.  
in the sure and certain hope that,  
together with all who have died in Christ,  
he/she will rise with him on the last day.  
We give you thank for the blessings  
which you bestowed upon N. in this life  
they are signs to us of your goodness  
and of our fellowship with the saints in Christ.  
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Merciful Lord, turn toward us  
and listen to our prayers:  
open the gates of paradise to your servant  
and help us who remain to comfort one another  
with assurances of faith,  
until we all meet in Christ and are with you  
and with our brother/sister for ever.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

All  Amen. 
 

COMMITTAL  
In peace let us take our brother/sister to his/her place of rest.   
May the angels lead you into paradise;  
may the martyrs come to welcome you  
and take you to the holy city, the new and eternal Jerusalem.  
 

PLEASE  STAND 
 

RECESSIONAL PUT IN FAMILY’S CHOICE – pg 54   
 

 AT THE CEMETERY OR CREMATORIUM 
 

ENTRANCE PROCESSION PUT IN FAMILY’S CHOICE – pg 54  - only at the Crematorium 
The priest/minister precedes the coffin. 

 

Our brother/sister N, 
has gone to his/her rest in the peace of Christ.  
May the Lord now welcome him/her 
to the table of God’s children in heaven.  
With faith and hope in eternal life,  
let us assist him/her with our prayers.  
Let us pray to the Lord also for ourselves.  
May we who mourn be reunited one day with N;  
together may we meet Christ Jesus  
when he who is our life appears in glory.  

All Amen. 
 

We read in sacred Scripture: Matthew 25:34 119 
Come, you whom my Father has blessed, says the Lord;  
inherit the kingdom prepared for you  
since the foundation of the world.  
 

At a Cemetry 
PRAYER OVER THE PLACE OF COMMITTAL 

O God, by whose mercy the faithful departed find rest, 
bless this grave, and send your holy angel to watch over it. 
As we bury here the body of our brother/sister, 
deliver his/her soul from every bond of sin, 
that he/she may rejoice in you with your saints for ever. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 
 

Or at a Crematorium 
PRAYER OVER THE BODY 

O God, deliver his/her soul from every bond of sin, 
that he/she may rejoice in you with your saints for ever. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 
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COMMITTAL 
Because God has chosen to call our brother/sister N,  
from this life to himself,  
we commit his/her body to be buried/cremated  
for we are dust and unto dust we shall return.   
But the Lord Jesus Christ will change our mortal bodies  
to be like his in glory,  
for he is risen, the firstborn from the dead.   
So let us commend our brother/sister to the Lord,  
that the Lord may embrace him/her in peace  
Listen, O God, to the prayers of your Church  
on behalf of the faithful departed, 
and grant to your servant N, 
whose funeral we have celebrated today, 
the inheritance promised to all your saints. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

All Amen  

  THE DISMISSAL 
 

The Lord be with you 
All  and also with you. 

 

May God give you his comfort and his peace,  
his light and his joy, in this world and the next;  
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always.  

All  Amen 
 

RECESSIONAL PUT IN FAMILY’S CHOICE – pg 54  - only at the Crematorium 
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FUNERAL OFFICE IN CHURCH  

FOLLOWED BY BURIAL OR CREMATION 
 

ENTRANCE PROCESSION PUT IN FAMILY’S CHOICE – pg 54   
The priest/minister precedes the coffin. 
 

GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All Amen. 
 

If the person was baptised:  
  

 SPRINKLING WITH HOLY WATER  
In the waters of baptism N. died with Christ  
and rose with him to new life.  
May he/she now share with him eternal glory. 
 

 PLACING OF CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS  
In life N. cherished the Gospel of Christ.  
May Christ now greet him/her with these words of eternal life:  
Come, blessed of my Father! 

 

In baptism N. received the sign of the cross.  
May he/she now share in Christ's victory over death. 
 

The burning candle represents the faith N. had in Christ.  
This candle was given to him/her at their baptism,  
to be kept burning brightly.  
May he/she now find Christ waiting for him/her in heaven. 
 

If the person is not baptised:  
Lord, we come into your presence to remember N. 
and to seek your comfort, 
for we know that nothing can separate us from your love 
and that you support us in our sorrow. 
We are sure that the souls of the righteous are with you 
and that nothing can harm them. 
Although they have died they are in peace. 
Give us your strength to rejoice 
that you have taken N. to be with yourself 
where he/she shall no more be in need. 
May we find life and peace  
and perfect joy with him/her in your presence; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 INVITATION TO PRAYER  
 

My dear brothers and sisters,  
let us faithfully and lovingly remember our dear brother/sister N.   
whom the Lord has taken from the trials of this world.  
Together let us earnestly pray that our God,  
who is rich in mercy, will forgive our brother/sister  
all his/her offences and welcome him/her home to a place of peace and rest. 
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OPENING PRAYER  
O God, to whom mercy and forgiveness belong,  
hear our prayers on behalf of your servant N,  
whom you have called out of this world;  
and because he/she put her hope and trust in you,  
command that he/she be carried safely home to heaven  
and come to enjoy your eternal reward.   
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, for ever and ever.   

All Amen. 
 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
 

 THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING  – 1 John 3:14–16 PUT IN FAMILY’S CHOICE pg 32 or 34 

A reading from the first letter of St John 
We have passed out of death and into life because we love our brothers. We have passed 
out of death and into life, and of this we can be sure because we love our brothers. If you 
refuse to love, you must remain dead; to hate your brother is to be a murderer, and 
murderers, as you know, do not have eternal life in them. This has taught us love —­ that 
he gave up his life for us; and we, too, ought to give up our lives for our brothers. 
The Word of the Lord.  

All  Thanks be to God.  
 

Hymn – PUT IN FAMILY’S CHOICE pg 56 (Optional)   

 

The Lord's my shepherd, I'll not want; 
He makes me down to lie 

In pastures green; he leadeth me 
The quiet waters by. 

 

My soul he doth restore again, 
And me to walk doth make 

Within the paths of righteousness, 
E'en for his own name's sake. 

 

Yea, though I walk in death's dark vale, 
Yet will I fear no ill: 

For thou art with me, and thy rod 
And staff me comfort still. 

 

My table thou hast furnished 
In presence of my foes; 

My head thou dost with oil anoint 
And my cup overflows. 

 

Goodness and mercy all my life 
Shall surely follow me; 

And in God's house for evermore 
My dwelling-place shall be. 

 

PLEASE STAND 
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GOSPEL – John 14. 1-6 – PUT IN FAMILY’S CHOICE pg 44 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
All Glory to you, O Lord.  

Do not let your hearts be troubled. You trust in God, trust also in me. In my Father's house 
there are many places to live in; otherwise I would have told you. I am going now to 
prepare a place for you, and after I have gone and prepared you a place, I shall return to 
take you to myself, so that you may be with me where I am. You know the way to the 
place where I am going. Thomas said, 'Lord, we do not know where you are going, so how 
can we know the way?' Jesus said: I am the Way; I am Truth and Life. No one can come to 
the Father except through me. 
The Gospel of the Lord.  

All Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
 

HOMILY 
 

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS  
For our brother/sister N. ,  
let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ, who said,  
"I am the resurrection and the life.   
Whoever believes in me shall live even in death,  
and whoever lives and believes in me shall never die." 

 

Lord, You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend;  
and you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress;  
draw near to us who mourn for N. ,  
and dry the tears of those who weep.   
We pray to the Lord.  

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

You raised the dead to life:  give to our brother/sister eternal life.   
We pray to the Lord.   

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

For those who cannot be here,  
for those who have asked us to pray for them,  
and for those who have been strengthened  
by the witness of our brother’s/sister's life:   
We pray to the Lord.  

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

For those who suffer,  
that they may remember that "precious in the eyes of the Lord  
is the death of those he loves":   
We pray to the Lord.  

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

For all those who work among the sick  
and dedicate their lives to their service,  
that by their presence  
they may give witness to the tender mercy of God :   
We pray to the Lord.  

All Lord, have mercy. 
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For all of us gathered here,  
that our faith may be strengthened by this celebration  
and that our sense of fraternal support may grow stronger  
We pray to the Lord.  

All Lord, have mercy. 
 
 

Comfort us in our sorrow at the death of N;  
let our faith be our consolation, and eternal life our hope.  We pray to the Lord.  

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER  
 

With longing for the coming of God's kingdom, let us pray: 
Our Father,  
who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name; 
Thy kingdom come;  
Thy will be done on earth  
as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. Amen 

 
 

WORDS OF REMEMBRANCE – PUT IN FAMILY REQUEST  pg 48 (Optional)   
 

TIME OF REMEMBRANCE - PUT IN FAMILY REQUEST pg 54 (Optional)   

 

POEM - Death is nothing at all. H. Scott-Holland  PUT IN FAMILY REQUEST Pg 50 (Optional)   
 

Death is nothing at all  
It does not count. 
I have only slipped away into the next room. 
Nothing has happened. 
 

Everything remains exactly as it was. 
I am I, and you are you, 
and the old life that we lived so fondly together is untouched, unchanged. 
Whatever we were to each other, that we are still. 
 

Call me by the old familiar name. 
Speak of me in the easy way which you always used. 
Put no difference into your tone. 
Wear no forced air of solemnity or sorrow. 
 

Laugh as we always laughed at the little jokes that we enjoyed together. 
Play, smile, think of me, pray for me. 
Let my name be ever the household word that it always was. 
Let it be spoken without an effort, without the ghost of a shadow upon it. 
 

Life means all that it ever meant. 
It is the same as it ever was. 
There is absolute and unbroken continuity. 
What is this death but a negligible accident? 
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Why should I be out of mind because I am out of sight? 
I am but waiting for you, for an interval, 
somewhere very near, 
just round the corner. 
 

All is well. 
Nothing is hurt; nothing is lost. 
One brief moment and all will be as it was before. 
How we shall laugh at the trouble of parting when we meet again! 
 

 THE FINAL COMMENDATION  
 

INVITATION TO PRAYER  
 

Before we go our separate ways,  
let us take leave of our brother/sister.  
May our farewell express our affection for him/her;  
may it ease our sadness and strengthen our hope.  
One day we shall joyfully greet him/her again  
when the love of Christ, which conquers all things,  
destroys even death itself. 
 

SILENCE 
 

O God, in whose sight all creation lives  
and by whose power our bodies do not perish utterly in death  
but are transformed and changed for the better,  
listen to our earnest prayer for your servant N.  
Merciful and gracious as you are,  
kindly forgive our brother/sister  
whatever he/she may have done  
contrary to your will by reason of her human weakness.  
Command his/her to be taken by the hands of your holy angels  
and carried safely to the bosom of the patriarchs,  
there to enjoy the happiness of your faithful ones,  
with Abraham your friend, Isaac your beloved,  
and Jacob your chosen one. 
 

And on that great and final day of judgment,  
grant that his/her portion may be among your saints and your elect,  
and that he/she may share in that eternal glory  
which no eye has seen, nor ear heard,  
nor the human heart conceived,  
the glory you have prepared for those who love you.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

All Amen. 
 
SIGNS OF FAREWELL  
 

The coffin may now be sprinkled with holy water and incensed. 
 

  



Return to contents 

P a g e  | 25 

 

HYMN-  PUT IN FAMILY REQUEST pg 56 (Optional)   

 

GUIDE me, O thou great Redeemer, 
Pilgrim through this barren land; 

I am weak, but thou art mighty, 
Hold me with thy powerful hand: 

Bread of heaven, 
Feed me till I want no more. 

Open now the crystal fountain, 
Whence the healing stream doth flow; 

Let the fire and cloudy pillar 
Lead me all my journey through: 

Strong Deliverer, 
Be thou still my strength and shield. 

When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
Bid my anxious fears subside; 

Death of death, and hell's Destruction, 
Land me safe on Canaan's side: 

Songs of praises 
I will ever give to thee. 

SONG OF FAREWELL  
Saints of God, come to his/her aid!  
Hasten to meet him/her, angels of the Lord!  

All Receive her soul and present her to God the Most High. 
 

May Christ, who called you, take you to himself;  
may angels lead you to the bosom of Abraham. 
 
PRAYER OF COMMENDATION  
Into your hands, Father of mercies,  
we commend our brother/sister N,  
in the sure and certain hope that,  
together with all who have died in Christ,  
he/she will rise with him on the last day.  
We give you thank for the blessings  
which you bestowed upon him/her in this life  
they are signs to us of your goodness  
and of our fellowship with the saints in Christ.  
 
Merciful Lord, turn toward us and listen to our prayers:  
open the gates of paradise to your servant  
and help us who remain to comfort one another  
with assurances of faith,  
until we all meet in Christ and are with you  
and with our brother/sister for ever.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

All Amen. 
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COMMITTAL  
In peace let us take our brother/sister  
to his/her place of rest.   
May the angels lead you into paradise;  
may the martyrs come to welcome you  
and take you to the holy city,  
the new and eternal Jerusalem.  
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

RECESSIONAL -  PUT IN FAMILY REQUEST pg 54 
 

 AT THE CEMETERY OR CREMATORIUM 

 

ENTRANCE PROCESSION PUT IN FAMILY’S CHOICE – pg54  - only at the Crematorium 
The priest/minister precedes the coffin. 
 

 Our brother/sister N, 
has gone to his/her rest in the peace of Christ.  

 May the Lord now welcome him/her 
 to the table of God’s children in heaven.  
 With faith and hope in eternal life,  
 let us assist her with our prayers.  
 Let us pray to the Lord also for ourselves.  
 May we who mourn be reunited one day with N;  
 together may we meet Christ Jesus  
 when he who is our life appears in glory.  
All Amen. 
 

 We read in sacred Scripture: Matthew 25:34 119 
 Come, you whom my Father has blessed, says the Lord;  
 inherit the kingdom prepared for you  
 since the foundation of the world.  
 

At a Cemetry 
PRAYER OVER THE PLACE OF COMMITTAL 
 O God, by whose mercy the faithful departed find rest, 
 bless this grave, and send your holy angel to watch over it. 
 As we bury here the body of our brother/sister, 
 deliver his/her soul from every bond of sin, 
 that he/she may rejoice in you with your saints for ever. 
 We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
All Amen 
 
Or at a Crematorium 
PRAYER OVER THE BODY 
 O God, deliver her soul from every bond of sin, 
 that she may rejoice in you with your saints for ever. 
 We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
All Amen 
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COMMITTAL 
 Because God has chosen to call our brother/sister N,  
 from this life to himself,  
 we commit his/her body to be buried/cremated  
 for we are dust and unto dust we shall return.   
 But the Lord Jesus Christ will change our mortal bodies  
 to be like his in glory,  
 for he is risen, the firstborn from the dead.   
 So let us commend our brother/sister to the Lord,  
 that the Lord may embrace her in peace  
 

Listen, O God, to the prayers of your Church  
 on behalf of the faithful departed, 
 and grant to your servant N, 
 whose funeral we have celebrated today, 
 the inheritance promised to all your saints. 
 We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
All Amen  
 

 THE DISMISSAL 
 

 The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
 

 May God give you his comfort and his peace,  
 his light and his joy, in this world and the next;  
 and the blessing of God almighty,  
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
 be among you and remain with you always.  
All Amen 
 

RECESSIONAL PUT IN FAMILY’S CHOICE – pg 54  - only at the Crematorium 
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FUNERAL  

AT THE GRAVESIDE OR IN A CREMATORIUM 
 

ENTRANCE PROCESSION PUT IN FAMILY’S CHOICE – pg 45   
The priest/minister precedes the coffin. 
 

GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All Amen. 
 

If the person was baptised:  
 SPRINKLING WITH HOLY WATER  

In the waters of baptism N. died with Christ  
and rose with him to new life.  
May he/she now share with him eternal glory. 
 

 PLACING OF CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS  

In life N. cherished the Gospel of Christ.  
May Christ now greet him/her with these words of eternal life:  
Come, blessed of my Father! 

 
In baptism N. received the sign of the cross.  
May he/she now share in Christ's victory over death. 
 
The burning candle represents the faith N. had in Christ.  
This candle was given to him/her at their baptism,  
to be kept burning brightly.  
May he/she now find Christ waiting for him/her in heaven. 
 

If the person is not baptised:  
Lord, we come into your presence to remember N. 
and to seek your comfort, 
for we know that nothing can separate us from your love 
and that you support us in our sorrow. 
We are sure that the souls of the righteous are with you 
and that nothing can harm them. 
Although they have died they are in peace. 
Give us your strength to rejoice 
that you have taken N. to be with yourself 
where he/she shall no more be in need. 
May we find life and peace  
and perfect joy with him/her in your presence; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 INVITATION TO PRAYER  
My dear brothers and sisters,  
let us faithfully and lovingly remember our dear brother/sister N.   
whom the Lord has taken from the trials of this world.  
Together let us earnestly pray that our God,  
who is rich in mercy, will forgive our brother/sister  
all his/her offences and welcome him/her home to a place of peace and rest. 
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OPENING PRAYER  
O God, to whom mercy and forgiveness belong,  
hear our prayers on behalf of your servant N,  
whom you have called out of this world;  
and because he/she put her hope and trust in you,  
command that he/she be carried safely home to heaven  
and come to enjoy your eternal reward.   
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, for ever and ever.   

All Amen. 
 

 THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

HYMN – PUT IN FAMILY’S CHOICE pg 56 (Optional)   

 

ABIDE with me; fast falls the eventide;  
The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide.  
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,  

Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 

Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day;  
Earth's joys grow dim; its glories pass away;  

Change and decay in all around I see;  
O Thou who changest not, abide with me. 

I need Thy presence every passing hour.  
What but Thy grace can foil the tempter's power?  

Who, like Thyself, my guide and stay can be?  
Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me. 

I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless;  
Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness.  

Where is death's sting? Where, grave, thy victory?  
I triumph still, if Thou abide with me. 

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;  
Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies.  

Heaven's morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows flee;  
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

 

GOSPEL – John 14. 1-6 – PUT IN FAMILIES CHOICE pg 44 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
All Glory to you, O Lord.  

Do not let your hearts be troubled. You trust in God, trust also in me. In my Father's house 
there are many places to live in; otherwise I would have told you. I am going now to 
prepare a place for you, and after I have gone and prepared you a place, I shall return to 
take you to myself, so that you may be with me where I am. You know the way to the 
place where I am going. Thomas said, 'Lord, we do not know where you are going, so how 
can we know the way?' Jesus said: I am the Way; I am Truth and Life. No one can come to 
the Father except through me. 
The Gospel of the Lord.  

All Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

WORDS OF REMEMBRANCE – PUT IN FAMILY REQUEST pg 48 (Optional)   
 

TIME OF REMEMBRANCE - PUT IN FAMILY REQUEST pg 45 (Optional)   
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POEM - Farewell My Friends R. Tagore  PUT IN FAMILY REQUEST pg 50 (Optional)   
 

Farewell My Friends 
It was beautiful 
As long as it lasted 
The journey of my life. 
I have no regrets 
Whatsoever said 
The pain I’ll leave behind. 
Those dear hearts 
Who love and care... 
And the strings pulling 
At the heart and soul... 
The strong arms 
That held me up 
When my own strength 
Let me down. 
At the turning of my life 
I came across 
Good friends, 
Friends who stood by me 
Even when time raced me by. 
Farewell, farewell My friends 
I smile and 
Bid you goodbye. 
No, shed no tears 
For I need them not 
All I need is your smile. 
If you feel sad 
Do think of me 
For that’s what I’ll like 
When you live in the hearts 
Of those you love 
Remember then 
You never die. 

 

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS  
For our brother/sister N. ,  
let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ, who said,  
"I am the resurrection and the life.   
Whoever believes in me shall live even in death,  
and whoever lives and believes in me shall never die." 

 

Lord, You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend;  
and you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress;  
draw near to us who mourn for N. ,  
and dry the tears of those who weep.   
We pray to the Lord.  

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

You raised the dead to life:  give to our brother/sister eternal life.   
We pray to the Lord.   

All Lord, have mercy. 
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For those who cannot be here,  
for those who have asked us to pray for them,  
and for those who have been strengthened  
by the witness of our brother’s/sister's life:   
We pray to the Lord.  

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

For those who suffer,  
that they may remember that "precious in the eyes of the Lord  
is the death of those he loves":   
We pray to the Lord.  

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

For all those who work among the sick  
and dedicate their lives to their service,  
that by their presence  
they may give witness to the tender mercy of God :   
We pray to the Lord.  

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

For all of us gathered here,  
that our faith may be strengthened by this celebration  
and that our sense of fraternal support may grow stronger  
We pray to the Lord.  

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

Comfort us in our sorrow at the death of N;  
let our faith be our consolation, and eternal life our hope.   
We pray to the Lord.  

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER  
With longing for the coming of God's kingdom, let us pray: 
Our Father,  
who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name; 
Thy kingdom come;  
Thy will be done on earth  
as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. Amen 

 

 THE FINAL COMMENDATION  
 

INVITATION TO PRAYER  
Before we go our separate ways,  
let us take leave of our brother/sister.  
May our farewell express our affection for him/her;  
may it ease our sadness and strengthen our hope.  
One day we shall joyfully greet him/her again  
when the love of Christ, which conquers all things,  
destroys even death itself. 
 

SILENCE 
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O God, in whose sight all creation lives  
and by whose power our bodies do not perish utterly in death  
but are transformed and changed for the better,  
listen to our earnest prayer for your servant N.  
Merciful and gracious as you are,  
kindly forgive our brother/sister  
whatever he/she may have done  
contrary to your will by reason of her human weakness.  
Command his/her to be taken by the hands of your holy angels  
and carried safely to the bosom of the patriarchs,  
there to enjoy the happiness of your faithful ones,  
with Abraham your friend, Isaac your beloved,  
and Jacob your chosen one. 
 

And on that great and final day of judgment,  
grant that his/her portion may be among your saints and your elect,  
and that he/she may share in that eternal glory  
which no eye has seen, nor ear heard,  
nor the human heart conceived,  
the glory you have prepared for those who love you.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

All Amen. 
 

SIGNS OF FAREWELL  
The coffin may now be sprinkled with holy water and incensed. 
 

HYMN-  PUT IN FAMILY REQUEST pg 56 (Optional)   

 

The Lord's my shepherd, I'll not want; 
He makes me down to lie 

In pastures green; he leadeth me 
The quiet waters by. 

 

My soul he doth restore again, 
And me to walk doth make 

Within the paths of righteousness, 
E'en for his own name's sake. 

 

Yea, though I walk in death's dark vale, 
Yet will I fear no ill: 

For thou art with me, and thy rod 
And staff me comfort still. 

 

My table thou hast furnished 
In presence of my foes; 

My head thou dost with oil anoint 
And my cup overflows. 

 

Goodness and mercy all my life 
Shall surely follow me; 

And in God's house for evermore 
My dwelling-place shall be. 

 

SONG OF FAREWELL  
Saints of God, come to his/her aid!  
Hasten to meet him/her, angels of the Lord!  

All Receive her soul and present him/her to God the Most High. 
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May Christ, who called you, take you to himself;  
may angels lead you to the bosom of Abraham. 
 

PRAYER OF COMMENDATION  
Into your hands, Father of mercies,  
we commend our brother/sister N,  
in the sure and certain hope that,  
together with all who have died in Christ,  
he/she will rise with him on the last day.  
We give you thank for the blessings  
which you bestowed upon him/her in this life  
they are signs to us of your goodness  
and of our fellowship with the saints in Christ.  
 

Merciful Lord, turn toward us and listen to our prayers:  
open the gates of paradise to your servant  
and help us who remain to comfort one another  
with assurances of faith,  
until we all meet in Christ and are with you  
and with our brother/sister for ever.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

All Amen. 
 

COMMITTAL 
Because God has chosen to call our brother/sister N,  
from this life to himself,  
we commit his/her body to be buried/cremated  
for we are dust and unto dust we shall return.   
But the Lord Jesus Christ will change our mortal bodies  
to be like his in glory,  
for he is risen, the firstborn from the dead.   
So let us commend our brother/sister to the Lord,  
that the Lord may embrace her in peace  
Listen, O God, to the prayers of your Church  
on behalf of the faithful departed, 
and grant to your servant N, 
whose funeral we have celebrated today, 
the inheritance promised to all your saints. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

All Amen  
 

 THE DISMISSAL 
 

 The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
 

 May God give you his comfort and his peace,  
 his light and his joy, in this world and the next;  
 and the blessing of God almighty,  
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
 be among you and remain with you always.  
All Amen 
 

RECESSIONAL -  PUT IN FAMILY REQUEST pg 54 
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THE WORD OF GOD AND FUNERAL SERVICES. 
The Word of God is a source of encouragement and consolation for the faithful of 
God. 

In our tradition we recognise that readings from the scripture are not just 
readings, still less just words. When the Scriptures are proclaimed in church, when 
we gather for prayer, Jesus himself is sacramentally present. Even when we read 
these readings to ourselves privately we are invited to listen for the voice of the 
Lord of Life. 

In the following pages you will find a variety of the readings which are approved 
for use at funerals services. The booklet is provided to assist people preparing for 
a funeral service. However, it can also serve as a source of spiritual reading in the 
days and weeks that follow the funeral service. 

It is most natural to return in prayer to those readings used at the service itself, to 
continue to draw nourishment from them. But there is much to learn and much to 
gain from the other readings here too. 

How many readings are there at a Funeral? 
There are a variety of forms of funeral service. These include 

• Vigil for the Deceased (which can include the reception of the body at the church) 
• The principal funeral service - which maybe the Funeral Mass or a Funeral Liturgy 

outside of Mass 
• The rite of Committal (at the cemetery or crematorium) 
• (When the Committal was at a crematorium) the Rite for the Burial of Ashes 

At most of these there can be as few as one reading - almost always a gospel reading.  
• If there is only one reading, that reading is always a Gospel reading. 
• If there are two then one is from the first or second section, and the third is the 

Gospel reading 
• If there are three readings then one reading is taken from each of the three sections. 

The priest who is conducting the funeral will agree with you which forms of service 
will take place, and which readings will be used. He will want to ensure that those 
decisions are taken which will best meet your needs and respect the tradition of the 
Church. 

Who reads them? 
At a requiem the Gospel reading is read by the priest or another minister. The other 
reading(s) may be read by family members or friends. Please be sure to choose a 
reader who is able to read clearly and audibly, so that your guests will be able to 
hear the reading you have chosen. 

If you feel that family members or friends will not be able to read, then please let the 
priest know, and he will happily arrange for someone else to to read the chosen 
readings. 

Selecting the readings 
The following pages contain a selection of readings, approved by the Church for use 
at funerals. 

If you are pressed for time then you might start with the Gospel readings, and then 
move on to the Old and New Testament readings. 
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It may well be that among the readings you will find a favourite reading, or a 
reading that has been traditionally used at family funerals - and that you decide to 
choose this reading for use on this occasion too. . On the other hand it may be that 
none of the readings offered are very familiar to you. 

In either case we recommend that you take your time to read through the various 
readings offered. Each one has something to say to us about the experience of death 
and the life of faith. It would be a good thing to let this reading of the scriptures, 
listening to God’s word, be a part of your spiritual preparation for the funeral, and 
starting to come to terms with the death of a loved one, and your own bereavement. 

Consider what these readings have to say about faith, about death, and about the 
mystery of the Resurrection. Bring the readings and your response to them to your 
prayer. It can be helpful too, to discuss the readings - at least the ones that you have 
chosen to have at the funeral services with family members or friends. 

Advising the priest of the reading(s) you choose 
Be sure to make certain that you let the priest have the details of the reading or 
readings you have chosen when you meet with him to prepare the funeral liturgy. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READINGS  
  

OT1. A reading from the book of Job 19:1. 23–27 
Job said: ‘Ah, would that these words of mine were written down, inscribed on some 
monument with iron chisel and engraving tool, cut into the rock for ever. This I know: 
that my Avenger lives, and he, the last, will take his stand on earth. After my awaking, he 
will set me close to him, and from my flesh I shall look on God. He whom I shall see will 
take my part: these eyes will gaze on him and find him not aloof.’ 

 

OT2. A reading from the book of Wisdom 3:1–9 
 A shorter form of this reading is also permitted Wisdom 3:1–6. 9 - omit the words between [ .. ] 

The souls of the virtuous are in the hands of God, no torment shall ever touch them. In 
the eyes of the unwise, they did appear to die, their going looked like a disaster, their 
leaving us, like annihilation; but they are in peace. If they experienced punishment as 
men see it, their hope was rich with immortality; slight was their affliction, great will 
their blessings be. God has put them to the test and proved them worthy to be with 
him; he has tested them like gold in a furnace, and accepted them as a holocaust. [ 
When the time comes for his visitation they will shine out; as sparks run through the 
stubble, so will they. They shall judge nations, rule over peoples, and the Lord will be 
their king for ever. ] They who trust in him will understand the truth, those who are 
faithful will live with him in love; for grace and mercy await those he has chosen. 

  

OT3. A reading from the book of Wisdom 4:7–15 
The virtuous man, though he die before his time, will find rest. Length of days is not 
what makes age honourable,  nor number of years the true measure of life;  
understanding, this is man’s grey hairs,  untarnished life, this is ripe old age. He has 
sought to please God, so God has loved him;  as he was living among sinners, he has 
been taken up. He has been carried off so that evil  may not warp his understanding  
or treachery seduce his soul; for the fascination of evil throws good things into the 
shade,  and the whirlwind of desire corrupts a simple  heart. Coming to perfection in 
so short a while, he achieved long life;  his soul being pleasing to the Lord, he has 
taken him quickly from the wickedness around him.  Yet people look on, 
uncomprehending; it does not enter their heads that grace and mercy await the 
chosen of the Lord,  and protection, his holy ones. 

 

OT4.  A reading from the prophet Isaiah.   25:6–9 
On this mountain, the Lord of hosts will prepare for all peoples  a banquet of rich food. 
On this mountain he will remove the mourning veil covering all peoples,  and the 
shroud enwrapping all nations,  he will destroy Death for ever. The Lord will wipe 
away the tears from every cheek;  he will take away his people’s shame everywhere 
on earth, for the Lord has said so. That day, it will be said: See, this is our God in whom 
we hoped for salvation; the Lord is the one in whom we hoped. We exult and we 
rejoice that he has saved us 

 

OT5. A reading from the book of Lamentations 3:17–26 
My soul is shut out from peace; I have forgotten happiness. And now I say, ‘My 
strength is gone, that hope which came from the Lord’. Brooding on my anguish and 
affliction is gall and wormwood. My spirit ponders it continually and sinks within me. 
This is what I shall tell my heart, and so recover hope: the favours of the Lord are not 
all past, his kindnesses are not exhausted; every morning they are renewed; great is 
his faithfulness. ‘My portion is the Lord’ says my soul ‘and so I will hope in him.’ The 
lord is good to those who trust him, to the soul that searches for him. It is good to wait 
in silence for the Lord to save. 
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OT6. A reading from the prophet Daniel  12:1–3  
I, Daniel, was doing penance when I received this message from the Lord: ‘At that time 
Michael will stand up, the great prince who mounts guard over your people. There is 
going to be a time of great distress, unparalleled since nations first came into 
existence. When that time comes, your own people will be spared, all those whose 
names are found written in the book. Of those who lie sleeping in the dust of the earth 
many will awake, some to everlasting life, some to shame and everlasting disgrace. 
The learned will shine as brightly as the vault of heaven, and those who have 
instructed many in virtue, as bright as stars for all eternity.’ 

 

OT7. A reading from the second book of Maccabees  12:43–45 
Judas, the leader of the Jews, took a collection from the people individually, amounting 
to nearly two thousand drachmae, and sent it to Jerusalem to have a sacrifice for sin 
offered, an altogether fine and noble action, in which he took full account of the 
resurrection. For if he had not expected the fallen to rise again it would have been 
superfluous and foolish to pray for the dead, whereas if he had in view the splendid 
recompense reserved for those who make a pious end, the thought was holy and 
devout. This was why he had this atonement sacrifice offered for the dead, so that they 
might be released from their sin. 
 

OT8.  A reading from the book of Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to 
be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; a 
time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; a time to 
weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a time to throw away 
stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain 
from embracing;  a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw 
away; a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; a 
time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace. 
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PSALMS 
PS1. Psalm 23 Response: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.  
 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  
In verdant pastures he gives me repose;  
Beside restful waters he leads me;  
he refreshes my soul.  
 

He guides me in right paths for his name’s sake.  
Even though I walk in the dark valley  
I fear no evil; for you are at my side  
With your rod and your staff that give me courage.  
 

You spread the table before me  
in the sight of my foes;  
You anoint my head with oil;  
my cup overflows.  
 

Only goodness and kindness follow me  
all the days of my life;  
And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord  
for years to come.  

 
PS2. Psalm 25 Response: To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.  
 

Remember that your compassion,  
O Lord, and your kindness are from of old.  
In your kindness remember me,  
because of your goodness, O Lord.  
 

Relieve the troubles of my heart,  
and bring me out of my distress.  
Put an end to my affliction and my suffering,  
and take away all my sins.  
 

Preserve my life, and rescue me;  
let me not be put to shame, for I take refuge in you.  
Let integrity and uprightness preserve me, 
because I wait for you, O Lord.  
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PS3. Psalm 27 Response: The Lord is my light and my salvation.  
 

The Lord is my light and my salvation;  
whom shall I fear?  
The Lord is my life’s refuge;  
of whom shall I be afraid  
 

One thing I ask of the Lord,  
this I seek:  
To dwell in the house of the Lord  
all the days of my life,  
That I may gaze on the loveliness of the Lord  
and contemplate his temple.  
 

Hear, O Lord, the sound of my call;  
have pity on me, and answer me.  
Your presence, O Lord, I seek.  
Hide not your face from me.  
 

I believe that I shall see the bounty of the Lord  
in the land of the living.  
Wait for the Lord with courage;  
be stout-hearted, and wait for the Lord.  
 

PS4. Psalm 63 Response: My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.  
 

O God, you are my God whom I seek;  
for you my flesh pines and my soul thirsts  
like the earth, parched, lifeless and without water.  
 

Thus have I gazed toward you in the sanctuary  
to see your power and your glory.  
For your kindness is a greater good than life;  
my lips shall glorify you.  
 

Thus will I bless you while I live;  
lifting up my hands, I will call upon your name.  
As with the riches of a banquet shall my soul be satisfied,  
and with exultant lips my mouth shall praise you. 
  

You are my help,  
and in the shadow of your wings I shout for joy.  
My soul clings fast to you; 
 your right hand upholds me.  
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PS5. Psalm 103 Response: The Lord is kind and merciful.  
 

Merciful and gracious is the Lord,  
slow to anger and abounding in kindness.  
Not according to our sins does he deal with us,  
nor does he requite us according to our crimes.  
 

As a father has compassion on his children,  
so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him,  
For he knows how we are formed;  
he remembers that we are dust.  
 

Man’s days are like those of grass;  
like a flower of the field he blooms;  
The wind sweeps over him and he is gone,  
and his place knows him no more.  
 

But the kindness of the Lord is from eternity  
to eternity toward those who fear him,  
And his justice toward children’s children  
among those who keep his covenant  
and remember to fulfill his precepts.  
 

PS6. Psalm 130 Response: Out of the depths, I cry to you, Lord. 
 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord;  
Lord, hear my voice!  
Let your ears be attentive  
to my voice in supplication.  
 

If you, O Lord, mark iniquities,  
Lord, who can stand?  
But with you is forgiveness,  
that you may be revered.  
 

I trust in the Lord;  
my soul trusts in his word.  
My soul waits for the Lord  
more than sentinels wait for the dawn.  
 

For with the Lord is kindness  
and with him is plenteous redemption;  
And he will redeem Israel  
from all their iniquities.   
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NEW TESTAMENT READINGS 
 

NT1. A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 10:34–43 
A shorter form of this reading is also permitted Acts of the Apostles 10:34–36. 42–43 - omit the 
words between [ .. ] 

Peter addressed Cornelius and his household: ‘The truth I have now come to realise,’ 
he said, ‘is that God does not have favourites, but that anybody of any nationality who 
fears God and does what is right is acceptable to him. ‘It is true, God sent his word to 
the people of Israel, and it was to them that the good news of peace was brought by 
Jesus Christ—but Jesus Christ is Lord of all men. [You must have heard about the 
recent happenings in Judaea; about Jesus of Nazareth and how he began in Galilee, 
after John had been preaching baptism. God had anointed him with the Holy Spirit and 
with power, and because God was with him, Jesus went about doing good and curing 
all who had fallen into the power of the devil. Now I, and those with me, can witness to 
everything­ he did throughout the countryside of Judaea and in Jerusalem itself: and 
also to the fact that they killed him by hanging him on a tree, yet three days 
afterwards God raised him to life and allowed him to be seen, not by the whole people 
but only by certain witnesses God had chosen beforehand. Now we are those 
witnesses—we have eaten and drunk with him after his resurrection from the dead] 
and he has ordered us to proclaim this to his people and to tell them that God has 
appointed him to judge everyone alive or dead. It is to him that all the prophets bear 
this witness: that all who believe in Jesus will have their sins forgiven through his 
name.’ 

 

NT 2. A reading from the book of the Apocalypse 14:13 
I, John, heard a voice from heaven say to me, ‘Write down: Happy are those who die in 
the Lord! Happy indeed, the Spirit says; now they can rest for ever after their work, 
since their good deeds go with them.’ 

 

NT 3. A reading from the book of the Apocalypse 20:11–21:1 
I, John, saw a great white throne and the One who was sitting on it. In his presence, 
earth and sky vanished, leaving no trace. I saw the dead, both great and small, 
standing in front of his throne, while the book of life was opened, and other books 
opened which were the record of what they had done in their lives, by which the dead 
were judged. The sea gave up all the dead who were in it; Death and Hades were 
emptied of the dead that were in them; and every one was judged according to the 
way in which he had lived. Then Death and Hades were thrown into the burning lake. 
This burning lake is the second death; and anybody whose name could not be found 
written in the book of life was thrown into the burning lake. 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; the first heaven and the first earth had 
disappeared now, and there was no longer any sea. 

 

NT 4. A reading from the book of the Apocalypse 21:1–7 
I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth; the first heaven and the first earth had 
disappeared now, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the holy city, and the new 
Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, as beautiful as a bride all dressed for 
her husband. Then I heard a loud voice call from the throne, ‘You see this city? Here 
God lives among men. He will make his home among them; they shall be his people, 
and he will be their God; his name is God-with-them. He will wipe away all tears from 
their eyes; there will be no more death, and no more mourning or sadness. The world 
of the past has gone.’ Then the One sitting on the throne spoke: ‘Now I am making the 
whole of creation new,’ he said. ‘I will give water from the well of life free to anybody 
who is thirsty; it is the rightful inheritance of the one who proves victorious; and 
I will be his God and he a son to me.’ 
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NT 5. A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 6:3–9 
When we were baptised in Christ Jesus we were baptised in his death; in other words, 
when we were baptised we went into the tomb with him and joined him in death, so 
that as Christ was raised from the dead by the Father’s glory, we too might live a new 
life. If in union with Christ we have imitated his death, we shall also imitate him in his 
resurrection. We must realise that our former selves have been crucified with him to 
destroy this sinful body and to free us from the slavery of sin. When a man dies, of 
course, he has finished with sin. But we believe that having died with Christ we shall 
return to life with him: Christ, as we know, having been raised from the dead will 
never die again. Death has no power over him anymore. 

 

NT 6. A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 8:31–35. 37–39 
With God on our side who can be against us? Since God did not spare his own Son, but 
gave him up to benefit us all, we may be certain, after such a gift, that he will not 
refuse anything he can give. Could anyone accuse those that God has chosen? When 
God acquits, could anyone condemn? Could Christ Jesus? No! He not only died for us 
— he rose from the dead, and there at God’s right hand he stands and pleads for us. 
Nothing therefore can come between us and the love of Christ, even if we are troubled 
or worried, or being persecuted, or lacking food or clothes, or being threatened or 
even attacked. These are the trials through which we triumph, by the power of him 
who loved us. For I am certain of this: neither death nor life, no angel, no prince, 
nothing that exists, nothing still to come, not any power, or height or depth, nor any 
created thing, can ever come between us and the love of God made visible in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

 

NT 7. A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 14:7–12 
The life and death of each of us has its influence on others; if we live, we live for the 
Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord, so that alive or dead we belong to the Lord. 
This explains why Christ both died and came to life, it was so that he might be Lord 
both of the dead and of the living. We shall all have to stand before the judgement seat 
of God; as scripture says: By my life —­ it is the Lord who speaks — every knee shall 
bend before me, and every tongue shall praise God. It is to God, therefore, that each of 
us must give an account of himself. 

 

NT 8. A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 13: 1-13 
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong 
or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and 
all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I 
am nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may 
boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. Love is patient; love is kind; love is not 
envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not 
irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears 
all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends. But as 
for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for 
knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in 
part; but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. When I was a child, I 
spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I 
put an end to childish ways. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face 
to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully 
known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is 
love. 
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NT 9. A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 15:51–57 
I will tell you something that has been secret: that we are not all going to die, but we 
shall all be changed. This will be instantaneous, in the twinkling of an eye, when the 
last trumpet sounds. It will sound, and the dead will be raised, imperishable, and we 
shall be changed as well, because our present perishable nature must put on 
imperishability and this mortal nature must put on immortality. When this perishable 
nature has put on imperishability, and when this mortal nature has put on 
immortality, then the words of scripture will come true: Death is swallowed up in 
victory. Death, where is your vic-tory? Death, where is your sting? Now the sting of 
flesh is sin, and sin gets its power from the Law. So let us thank God for giving us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

NT 10. A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 4:14–5:1 
We know that he who raised the Lord Jesus to life will raise us with Jesus in our turn, 
and put us by his side and you with us. You see, all this is for your benefit, so that the 
more grace is multiplied among people, the more thanksgiving there will be, to the 
glory of God. That is why there is no weakening on our part, and instead, though this 
outer man of ours may be falling into decay, the inner man is renewed day by day. Yes 
the troubles which are soon over, though they weigh little, train us for the carrying of 
a weight of eternal glory which is out of all proportion to them. And so we have no 
eyes for things that are visible, but only for things that are invisible; for visible things 
last only for a time, and the invisible things are eternal. For we know that when the 
tent that we live in on earth is folded up, there is a house built by God for us, an 
everlasting home not made by human hands, in the heavens. 

 

NT 11. A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians 4:13–18 
We want you to be quite certain, brothers, about those who have died, to make sure 
that you do not grieve about them, like the other people who have no hope. We believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, and that it will be the same for those who have died in 
Jesus: God will bring them with him. We can tell you this from the Lord’s own 
teaching, that any of us who are left alive until the Lord’s coming will not have any 
advantage over those who have died. At the trumpet of God, the voice of the archangel 
will call out the command and the Lord himself will come down from heaven; those 
who have died in Christ will be the first to rise, and then those of us who are still alive 
will be taken up in the clouds, together with them, to meet the Lord in the air. So we 
shall stay with the Lord for ever. With such thoughts as these you should comfort one 
another. 

  

NT 12. A reading from the first letter of St John 3:1–2  
Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us, by letting us be called God’s 
children; and that is what we are. Because the world refused to acknowledge him, 
therefore it does not acknowledge us. My dear people, we are already the children of 
God but what we are to be in the future has not yet been revealed; all we know is, that 
when it is revealed we shall be like him because we shall see him as he really is.  
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GOSPEL READINGS 
 

GP1. A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 5:1–12 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven. Seeing the crowds, Jesus 
went up the hill. There he sat down and was joined by his disciples. Then he began to 
speak. This is what he taught them: ‘How happy are the poor in spirit; theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. Happy the gentle: they shall have the earth for their heritage. 
Happy those who mourn: they shall be comforted. Happy those who hunger and thirst 
for what is right: they shall be satisfied. Happy the merciful: they shall have mercy 
shown them. Happy the pure in heart: they shall see God. Happy the peacemakers: 
they shall be called sons of God. Happy those who are persecuted in the cause of right: 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. ‘Happy are you when people abuse you and persecute 
you and speak all kinds of calumny against you on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward will be great in heaven.’  

 

GP2. A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 11:25–30 
Jesus exclaimed, ‘I bless you, Father, Lord of heaven and of earth, for hiding these 
things from the learned and the clever and revealing them to mere children. Yes, 
Father, for that is what it pleased you to do. Every­ thing has been entrusted to me by 
my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, just as no one knows the 
Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. ‘Come to me, 
all you who labour and are overburdened, and I will give you rest. Shoulder my yoke 
and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. Yes, my yoke is easy and my burden light.’ 

  

GP3. A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 25:31–46 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, escorted by all the 
angels, then he will take his seat on his throne of glory. All the nations will be 
assembled before him and he will separate men one from another as the shepherd 
separates sheep from goats. He will place the sheep on his right hand and the goats on 
his left. Then the King will say to those on his right hand, “Come, you whom my Father 
has blessed, take for your heritage the kingdom prepared for you since the foundation 
of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food; I was thirsty and you gave me 
drink; I was a stranger and you made me welcome; naked and you clothed me, sick 
and you visited me, in prison and you came to see me.” Then the virtuous will say to 
him in reply, “Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you; or thirsty and give you 
drink? When did we see you a stranger and make you welcome; naked and clothe you; 
sick or in prison and go to see you?” And the King will answer, “I tell you solemnly, in 
so far as you did this to one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did it to me.” 
Next he will say to those on his left hand, “Go away from me, with your curse upon 
you, to the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you 
never gave me food; I was thirsty and you never gave me any-thing to drink; I was a 
stranger and you never made me welcome, naked and you never clothed me, sick and 
in prison and you never visited me.” Then it will be their turn to ask, “Lord when did 
we see you hungry or thirsty, a stranger or naked, sick or in prison, and did not come 
to your help?” Then he will answer, “I tell you solemnly, in so far as you neglected to 
do this to one of the least of these, you neglected to do it to me.” And they will go away 
to eternal punishment, and the virtuous to eternal life.’ 
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GP4. A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke  7:11–17 
Jesus went to a town called Nain, accompanied by his disciples and a great number of 
people. When he was near the gate of the town it happened that a dead man was being 
carried out for burial, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow. And a 
considerable number of the townspeople were with her. When the Lord saw her he 
felt sorry for her. ‘Do not cry,’ he said. Then he went up and put his hand on the bier 
and the bearers stood still, and he said, ‘Young man, I tell you to get up’. And the dead 
man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him to his mother. Everyone was filled 
with awe and praised God saying, ‘A great prophet has appeared among us; God has 
visited his people’. And this opinion of him spread throughout Judaea and all over the 
countryside. 

 

GP5. A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke  23:44-46. 50. 52-53. 24:1-6 
It was about the sixth hour and, with the sun eclipsed, a darkness came over the whole 
land until the ninth hour. The veil of the Temple was torn right down the middle; and 
when Jesus had cried out in a loud voice, he said, ‘Father, into your hands I commit my 
spirit’. With these words he breathed his last. Then a member of the council arrived, 
an upright and virtuous man named Joseph. This man went to Pilate and asked for the 
body of Jesus. He then took it down, wrapped it in a shroud and put him in a tomb 
which was hewn in stone in which no one had yet been laid. On the first day of the 
week, at the first sign of dawn, the women went to the tomb with the spices they had 
prepared. They found that the stone had been rolled away from the tomb, but on 
entering discovered that the body of the Lord Jesus was not there. As they stood there 
not knowing what to think, two men in brilliant clothes suddenly appeared at their 
side. Terrified, the women lowered their eyes. But the two men said to them, ‘Why 
look among the dead for someone who is alive? He is not here; he has risen.’ 

 

GP6. A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 3: 16-21 
‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes 
in him may not perish but may have eternal life. ‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 
him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are 
condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of 
God.  And this is the judgement, that the light has come into the world, and people 
loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil 
hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But 
those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their 
deeds have been done in God. 

 

GP7. A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 5:24–29 
Jesus said to the Jews: I tell you most solemnly, whoever listens to my words, and 
believes in the one who sent me has eternal life; without being brought to judgement 
he has passed from death to life. I tell you most solemnly, the hour will come — in fact 
it is here already — when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and all who 
hear it will live. For the Father, who is the source of life, has made the Son the source 
of life; and, because he is the Son of Man, has appointed him supreme judge. Do not be 
surprised at this, for the hour is coming when the dead will leave their graves at the 
sound of his voice; those who did good will rise again to life; and those who did evil, to 
condemnation. I can do nothing by myself; I can only judge as I am told to judge, and 
my judging is just, because my aim is to do not my own will, but the will of him who 
sent me.’  
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GP8. A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 6:37–40  
Jesus said to the crowd: ‘All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever 
comes to me I shall not turn him away; because I have come from heaven, not to do 
my own will, but to do the will of the one who sent me. Now the will of him who sent 
me is that I should lose nothing of all that he has given to me, and that I should raise it 
up on the last day. Yes, it is my Father’s will that whoever sees the Son and believes in 
him shall have eternal life, and that I shall raise him up on the last day.’ 

 

GP9. A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 6:51–58  
Jesus said to the crowd: ‘I am the living bread which has come down from heaven. 
Anyone who eats this bread will live for ever; and the bread that I shall give is my 
flesh, for the life of the world.’ Then the Jews started arguing with one another: ‘How 
can this man give us his flesh to eat?’ they said. Jesus replied: ‘I tell you most solemnly, 
if you do not eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you will not have life 
in you. Anyone who does eat my flesh and drink my blood has eternal life, and I shall 
raise him up on the last day. For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. He 
who eats my flesh and drinks my blood lives in me and I live in him. As I, who am sent 
by the living Father, myself draw life from the Father, so whoever eats me will draw 
life from me. This is the bread come down from heaven; not like the bread our 
ancestors ate: they are dead, but anyone who eats this bread will live for ever.’ 

 

GP10. A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 11:17–27 
On arriving at Bethany, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days 
already. Bethany is only about two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to sympathise with them over their brother. When Martha heard 
that Jesus had come she went to meet him. Mary remained sitting in the house. Martha 
said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here, my brother would not have died, but I know that, 
even now, whatever you ask of God, he will grant you’. ‘Your brother,’ said Jesus to 
her, ‘will rise again.’ Martha said, ‘I know he will rise again at the resurrection on the 
last day’. Jesus said: ‘I am the resurrection and the life. If anyone believes in me, even 
though he dies he will live, and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do 
you believe this?’ ‘Yes, Lord,’ she said, ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, 
the one who was to come into this world.’  

 

GP11. A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 11:32–45 
Mary the sister of Lazarus went to Jesus, and as soon as she saw him she threw herself 
at his feet, saying, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ At the 
sight of her tears, and those of the Jews who followed her, Jesus said in great distress, 
with a sigh that came straight from the heart, ‘Where have you put him?’ They said, 
‘Lord, come and see’. Jesus wept; and the Jews said, ‘See how much he loved him!’ But 
there were some who remarked, ‘He opened the eyes of the blind man, could he not 
have prevented this man’s death?’ Still sighing, Jesus reached the tomb: it was a cave 
with a stone to close the opening. Jesus said, ‘Take the stone away.’ Martha said to 
him, ‘Lord, by now he will smell; this is the fourth day.’ Jesus replied, ‘Have I not told 
you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. 
Then Jesus lifted up his eyes and said: ‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer. I 
knew indeed that you always hear me, but I speak for the sake of all these who stand 
round me, so that they may believe it was you who sent me.’ When he had said this, he 
cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here! Come out!’ The dead man came out, his feet and 
hands bound with bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind 
him, let him go free.’ Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary and had seen what 
he did believed in him. 
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GP12. A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 14:1–6  
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God still, and 
trust in me. There are many rooms in my Father’s house; if there were not, I should 
have told you. I am going now to prepare a place for you, and after I have gone and 
prepared you a place, I shall return to take you with me; so that where I am you may 
be too. You know the way to the place where I am going.’ Thomas said, ‘Lord, we do 
not know where you are going, so how can we know the way?’ Jesus said: ‘I am the 
Way, the Truth and the Life. No one can come to the Father except through me.’  
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GUIDE FOR COMPOSING  

THE WORDS OF REMEMBRANCE 
 

Dear Brother/Sister: 
 

You have been asked to share some “words of remembrance” about the deceased 
loved one at the funeral Mass. This honour and privilege carries important 
responsibilities with it, and in composing your reflection, we offer the following 
guidelines that are aimed at both enhancing and complementing the liturgy. A funeral 
includes a homily (presented by the priest), and not a eulogy. This is why we refer to 
what you will offer at the Mass as “words of remembrance” or a “reflection” rather 
than a “eulogy.” Eulogy is Greek for “word of praise,” and during a funeral, our praise 
should be directed toward God. Since the focus of a Christian funeral is on Jesus and 
His promise of eternal life.. 
 

That said, there is a real need, however, for respectful and sincere remembrance. The 
funeral begins at the doors of the church, precisely where infant baptism or the 
catechumenal rites begin. At the funeral Mass, we use the Paschal candle to remind us 
of baptism. In this context of baptism, your task is to give a kind of “final report” to the 
church. The church placed a candle into the deceased’s or godparent’s hand once, and 
said, “See to it that the flame of faith is still burning when the Lord comes.” How did 
this person, how did this faithful follower of Jesus, carry that flickering flame into life 
and how did he or she nurture it and share it with others? If you capture the answer 
to these questions in a few minutes, you will effectively and respectfully contribute to 
the overall dignity and holiness of this funeral. 
 

Please review the following points on the reverse side of this letter that are intended 
to help you compose your reflection. If you have any questions about these 
requirements or the appropriateness of something you intend to say, please contact 
the priest who will be presiding at the funeral Mass. May God bless you, and the Holy 
Spirit guide you in preparing a loving and respectful reflection commending the 
deceased into the arms of our good and loving God. 
 

Sincerely in Christ, 
 

Fr. Stuart King SSC 
Parish Priest 
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GUIDE FOR COMPOSING THE WORDS OF REMEMBRANCE 
 

1. The Words of Remembrance must be written out in their entirety. Whenever possible, a 
copy should be provided to the priest before the service.  Sometimes even the best-
intentioned speaker is overcome with emotion—this allows the priest to step in and 
complete the reflection should the speaker not be able to complete the words of 
remembrance.  

 

2. The Words of Remembrance must be limited to 5 minutes in length. The best reflections 
are delivered in 3 to 4 minutes. The time allotted to the words of remembrance should 
not detract from the order of the Mass; also, if a Crematorium service the staff will be 
expecting the funeral party not to over run their allotted time.  

 

3. Stand-up comedy is not appropriate. Some stories that might be appropriate and 
appreciated at the reception or at family gatherings would not be complementary of the 
sacredness of the church setting.  However, stories which convey something of the person 
and are light-hearted are often a useful lift. Please talk to the priest/minister about this if 
you intend to use such a story. 

 

4. The words of remembrance are not about you, but rather, about the deceased. While a 
personal story may be appropriate, the focus should not be on you. If you plan on sharing 
a personal story, first ask yourself: “Is this story more about me, or is it more about the 
deceased?”  

 

5. Only one person should deliver the words of remembrance. Another family member of 
friend may stand next to you for support if this is your wish, but only one speaker may 
deliver the words of remembrance. Sometimes, in preparing their reflection, we have had 
the speaker ask other family members and friends ahead of time to share with them their 
thoughts and memories about the deceased. Then, the speaker weaves these responses 
into his or her own reflection. This is certainly an option you might wish to consider if you 
have the time and opportunity to do so, and are able to summarize your conversations 
with others in five minutes or less.  
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POEM SUGGESTIONS 
A. "A Scots Farewell" 
When I come to the end of the road 
And the sun has set for me 
I want no tears on a gloom-filled room 
Why cry for a soul set free 
 

Miss me a little and not for long 
And not with your head bowed low 
Remember the love that we once shared 
Miss me- but let me go 
 

For this is a journey we all must take 
And each must go alone 
Its all a part of the master plan 
A step on the road to home 
 

When you are lonely and sick of heart 
Go to the friend we know 
 

And bury your sorrows in doing good deeds 
Miss me - but let me go.  
 

B. Death is nothing at all. 
It does not count. 
I have only slipped away into the next room. 
Nothing has happened. 
 

Everything remains exactly as it was. 
I am I, and you are you, 
and the old life that we lived so fondly together is untouched, unchanged. 
Whatever we were to each other, that we are still. 
 

Call me by the old familiar name. 
Speak of me in the easy way which you always used. 
Put no difference into your tone. 
Wear no forced air of solemnity or sorrow. 
 

Laugh as we always laughed at the little jokes that we enjoyed together. 
Play, smile, think of me, pray for me. 
Let my name be ever the household word that it always was. 
Let it be spoken without an effort, without the ghost of a shadow upon it. 
 

Life means all that it ever meant. 
It is the same as it ever was. 
There is absolute and unbroken continuity. 
What is this death but a negligible accident? 
 

Why should I be out of mind because I am out of sight? 
I am but waiting for you, for an interval, 
somewhere very near, 
just round the corner. 
 

All is well. 
Nothing is hurt; nothing is lost. 
One brief moment and all will be as it was before. 
How we shall laugh at the trouble of parting when we meet again! 
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C. Do not stand at my grave and weep  
Do not stand at my grave and weep 
I am not there. I do not sleep. 
I am a thousand winds that blow. 
I am the diamond glints on snow. 
I am the sunlight on ripened grain. 
I am the gentle autumn rain. 
When you awaken in the morning's hush 
I am the swift uplifting rush 
Of quiet birds in circled flight. 
I am the soft stars that shine at night. 
Do not stand at my grave and cry; 
I am not there. I did not die.  

Mary Elizabeth Frye 
 

D. Farewell My Friends 
Farewell My Friends 
It was beautiful 
As long as it lasted 
The journey of my life. 
I have no regrets 
Whatsoever said 
The pain I’ll leave behind. 
Those dear hearts 
Who love and care... 
And the strings pulling 
At the heart and soul... 
The strong arms 
That held me up 
When my own strength 
Let me down. 
At the turning of my life 
I came across 
Good friends, 
Friends who stood by me 
Even when time raced me by. 
Farewell, farewell My friends 
I smile and 
Bid you goodbye. 
No, shed no tears 
For I need them not 
All I need is your smile. 
If you feel sad 
Do think of me 
For that’s what I’ll like 
When you live in the hearts 
Of those you love 
Remember then 
You never die. 

Rabindranath Tagore  
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E. GOD'S GARDEN 
God looked around his garden 
And found an empty place. 
He then looked down upon the earth, 
And saw your tired face. 
 

He put His arms around you 
And lifted you to rest. 
God’s garden must be beautiful, 
He always takes the best. 
 

He knew that you were suffering, 
He knew that you were in pain. 
He knew that you would never 
Get well on earth again. 
 

He saw the road was getting rough 
And the hills were hard to climb. 
So He closed your weary eyelids 
And whispered “Peace be thine.” 
 

It broke our hearts to lose you 
But you did not go alone… 
For part of us went with you 
The day God called you home. 

D. W. McConway 
 

F. His Journey's Just Begun  

Don't think of him as gone away 

his journey's just begun, 

life holds so many facets 

this earth is only one. 

 

Just think of him as resting 

from the sorrows and the tears 

in a place of warmth and comfort 

where there are no days and years. 

 

Think how he must be wishing 

that we could know today 

how nothing but our sadness 

can really pass away. 

 

And think of him as living 

in the hearts of those he touched... 

for nothing loved is ever lost 

and he was loved so much. 

Ellen Brenneman 
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G. Remember me  
Remember me when you hear the wind blow. 
I am with God, I need you to know. 
He called my name, and I went to see 
If the voice I heard was speaking to me. 
He took my hand, we walked along 
The road to heaven, where I belong. 
The angels sang so sweet and clear. 
They sang of love and that Jesus is near. 
I felt his touch, I saw his face, 
I knew in an instant I was in his grace. 
He spoke to me, I heard him say, 
You are home now child, you have found your way. 
So remember me when you hear the wind blow. 
I am home now with God, I need you to know. 

Tonjha Monaco 
 

H. She Is Gone (He Is Gone) 
You can shed tears that she is gone 
Or you can smile because she has lived 
 

You can close your eyes and pray  
that she will come back 
Or you can open your eyes  
and see all that she has left 
 

Your heart can be empty  
because you can’t see her 
Or you can be full of the love that you shared 
You can turn your back on tomorrow  
and live yesterday 
Or you can be happy for tomorrow  
because of yesterday 
 

You can remember her  
and only that she is gone 
Or you can cherish her memory  
and let it live on 
 

You can cry and close your mind, be empty and turn your back 
Or you can do what she would want:  
smile, open your eyes, love and go on. 

David Harkins 
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FUNERAL MUSIC – INSTRUMENTAL  
Music plays an important role in the funeral liturgy by uniting those present in heart and mind, 
and by expressing those thoughts and emotions that are difficult to express. If you wish to 
request some of the music for the funeral liturgy, please select from the list below. These songs 
were selected since they particularly express the paschal mystery of the Lord's suffering, death, 
and triumph over death and each baptized person’s share in this mystery. If you do not wish to 
make any of the music selections, you may leave this up to the director of music/minister. 

ENTRANCE AND EXIT MUSIC 
 

Instrumental 
• Albinoni: Adagio 
• Bach: Prelude no. 1 in C Major 
• Bach: Sheep may safely graze 
• Bach: Jesu, joy of man's desiring 
• Barber: Adagio for strings  
• Debussy: Clair de Lune 
• Dvorak: Symphony no. 9 – Largo 
• Elgar: Nimrod from Enigma Variations 
• Gluck: Dance of the Blessed Spirits 
• Handel: Air from Water Music 
• Mozart: Piano Concerto no. 21 “Elvira Madigan” 
• Pachelbel: Canon in D Major 
• Ravel: Pavane pour une Infante Defunte 
• Saint-Saens: The Swan from Carnival of the Animals 
• Satie: Gymnopedie No. 1 
• Vaughan Williams: The Lark Ascending 
• Vivaldi: Four Seasons – open the information panel on the video for direct links to each piece 

 

Choral 
• Bach: Jesu joy of man’s desiring 
• Bach: St John's Passion – Ruht Wohl (Rest Well) 
• Brahms: How lovely are thy dwellings fair (A German Requiem) 
• Byrd: Ave Verum Corpus 
• Byrd: Mass for Four voices – Agnus Dei 
• Durufle: Requiem – Pie jesu 
• Faure: Requiem – Pie Jesu, 
• Faure: Requiem - In Paradisum 
• Faure: Requiem - Requiem Aeternum 
• Franck: Panis angelicus 
• Mendelssohn: I waited for the Lord 
• Mendelssohn: Oh for the Wings of a Dove 
• Mozart: Ave Verum Corpus 
• Mozart: Requiem – Lacrimosa 
• Puccini: O mio bambino caro (oh my dear child) 
• Purcell: Dido's Lament (When I am laid in earth) 
• John Rutter: Requiem – Pie Jesu 
• Schubert: Ave Maria  
• Sir John Tavener: Song for Athene  
• Wesley: Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace 

https://youtu.be/OL1oSGgrEuk
https://youtu.be/98Rh0jbTh0U
https://youtu.be/ZIUCRXMM4pE
https://youtu.be/FwWL8Y-qsJg
https://youtu.be/N3MHeNt6Yjs
https://youtu.be/CvFH_6DNRCY
https://youtu.be/uCydQm83cJQ
https://youtu.be/NhnMd1Jl7SA
https://youtu.be/eU5KwXm3hEE
https://youtu.be/_6YAF-QD5CA
https://youtu.be/CVKpvD3X6EM
https://youtu.be/JvNQLJ1_HQ0
https://youtu.be/X6A96yQO82I
https://youtu.be/_la4cc5pON0
https://youtu.be/S-Xm7s9eGxU
https://youtu.be/ZR2JlDnT2l8
https://youtu.be/g1hEszuZ4lo
https://youtu.be/doJ2Fd6JRpQ
https://youtu.be/arrA7DBmeNI
https://youtu.be/6ED3zwz94x4
https://youtu.be/Z2ckGcpx6xI
https://youtu.be/4qlgQoVshf4
https://youtu.be/Ytt25RRcWGg
https://youtu.be/YIE9WtgcRMw
https://youtu.be/6-i1ESIRKdA
https://youtu.be/LOKL4gGdMkE
https://youtu.be/PK3TeWqSAZk
https://youtu.be/taoRYOKFN7Y
https://youtu.be/GCIKdjVooQ0
https://youtu.be/DsUWFVKJwBM
https://youtu.be/k1-TrAvp_xs
https://youtu.be/dI17VdRfCek
https://youtu.be/uGQq3HcOB0Y
https://youtu.be/9ol8bojo_RQ
https://youtu.be/2H5rusicEnc
https://youtu.be/tK3bIQxMMEg
https://youtu.be/2ZDPcXOl7Mw
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MODERN MUSIC CHOICES 

• Angels - Robbie Williams 
• Bridge Over Troubled Water - Simon And Garfunkel  
• Candle In The Wind - Elton John  
• Every Breath You Take - The Police 
• Fields Of Gold - Eva Cassidy 
• Goodbye My Lover - James Blunt  
• I Will Always Love You - Whitney Houston 
• My Heart Will Go On - Celine Dion 
• Over The Rainbow - Eva Cassidy 
• Pie Jesu – Requiem 
• Simply The Best - Tina Turner 
• Tears in Heaven - Eric Clapton 
• Time To Say Goodbye - Sarah Brightman  
• Unchained Melody - Righteous Brothers 
• Wind Beneath My Wings - Bette Midler 
• You'll Never Walk Alone - Gerry And The Pacemakers  

  

https://youtu.be/luwAMFcc2f8
https://youtu.be/4G-YQA_bsOU
https://youtu.be/sxb0GeS4gL8
https://youtu.be/OMOGaugKpzs
https://youtu.be/9UVjjcOUJLE
https://youtu.be/wVyggTKDcOE
https://youtu.be/3JWTaaS7LdU
https://youtu.be/CUmOFqQRkco
https://youtu.be/2rd8VktT8xY
https://youtu.be/31oAcmBz044
https://youtu.be/GC5E8ie2pdM
https://youtu.be/JxPj3GAYYZ0
https://youtu.be/g3ENX3aHlqU
https://youtu.be/qiiyq2xrSI0
https://youtu.be/0iAzMRKFX3c
https://youtu.be/OV5_LQArLa0
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HYMN SUGGESTIONS 
 

1. Amazing Grace  

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me!  
I once was lost, but now I'm found,  
Was blind, but now I see.  

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,  
And grace my fears relieved;  
How precious did that grace appear,  
The hour I first believed!  

Through many dangers, toils and snares,  
We have already come;  
'Tis grace has brought me safe thus far,  
And grace will lead me home.  

The Lord has promised good to me,  
His word my hope secures;  
He will my shield and portion be,  
As long as life endures.  

Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail,  
And mortal life shall cease;  
I shall possess, within the veil,  
A life of joy and peace.  

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow,  
The sun forbear to shine;  
But God, who call'd me here below,  
Will be forever mine. 

John Newton,  (1725 - 1807) 

2. Abide with Me  

ABIDE with me;  
fast falls the eventide;  
The darkness deepens;  
Lord with me abide.  
When other helpers  
fail and comforts flee,  
Help of the helpless,  
O abide with me. 

Swift to its close  
ebbs out life's little day;  
Earth's joys grow dim;  
its glories pass away;  
Change and decay  
in all around I see;  
O Thou who changest not,  
abide with me. 

I need Thy presence  
every passing hour.  
What but Thy grace  
can foil the tempter's power?  
Who, like Thyself,  
my guide and stay can be?  
Through cloud and sunshine,  
Lord, abide with me. 

I fear no foe, with  
Thee at hand to bless;  
Ills have no weight,  
and tears no bitterness.  
Where is death's sting?  
Where, grave, thy victory?  
I triumph still,  
if Thou abide with me. 

Hold Thou Thy cross  
before my closing eyes;  
Shine through the gloom  
and point me to the skies.  
Heaven's morning breaks,  
and earth's vain shadows flee;  
In life, in death,  
O Lord, abide with me. 

Henry F. Lyte, (1793 - 1847) 

3. All things bright and beautiful  

ALL things bright and beautiful, 
All creatures great and small, 
All things wise and wonderful, 
The Lord God made them all. 

Each little flower that opens, 
Each little bird that sings, 
He made their glowing colours, 
He made their tiny wings. 

The purple-headed mountain, 
The river running by, 
The sunset and the morning, 
That brightens up the sky; 

He gave us eyes to see them, 
And lips that we might tell 
How great is God Almighty, 
Who has made all things well. 

Cecil F. Alexander, (1818 - 1895) 
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4. Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart  

BE thou my vision,  
O Lord of my heart, 
Be all else but naught to me,  
save that thou art, 
Be thou my best thought  
in the day and the night, 
Both waking and sleeping,  
thy presence my light. 
 

Be thou my vision,  
be thou my true word, 
Be thou ever with me,  
and I with thee, Lord, 
Be thou my great Father,  
and I thy true son, 
Be thou in me dwelling,  
and I with thee one. 
 

Be thou my breastplate,  
my sword for the fight, 
Be thou my whole armour,  
be thou my true might, 
Be thou my soul's shelter,  
be thou my strong tower, 
O raise thou me heavenward,  
great Power of my power. 
 

Riches I heed not,  
nor man's empty praise, 
Be thou my inheritance  
now and always, 
Be thou and thou only  
the first in my heart, 
O Sovereign of heaven,  
my treasure thou art. 
 

High King of heaven,  
thou heaven's bright sun, 
O grant me its joys  
after vict'ry is won, 
Great heart of my own heart,  
whatever befall, 
Still be thou my vision,  
O Ruler of all. 
 

Words attributed to Dallan Forgaill 8th Century 
Translated Mary Byrne (1880 - 1931) 

Versed, Eleanor Hull (1860 - 1935) 

5. Blest are the pure in heart  

BLEST are the pure in heart, 
For they shall see our God, 
The secret of the Lord is theirs, 
Their soul is Christ's abode. 

The Lord, who left the heavens 
Our life and peace to bring, 
To dwell in lowliness with men, 
Their Pattern and their King; 

Still to the lowly soul 
He doth himself impart, 
And for his dwelling and his throne 
Chooseth the pure in heart. 

Lord, we thy presence seek; 
May ours this blessing be; 
Give us a pure and lowly heart, 
A temple meet for thee. 

John Keble, (1792 - 1866) 

6. Eternal Father, strong to save  

ETERNAL Father, strong to save, 
Whose arm doth bind the restless wave, 
Who bidd'st the mighty ocean deep 
Its own appointed limits keep; 
O hear us when we cry to thee 
For those in peril on the sea. 

O Saviour, whose almighty word 
The winds and waves submissive heard, 
Who walkedst on the foaming deep, 
And calm amid its rage didst sleep: 
O hear us when we cry to thee 
For those in peril on the sea. 

O sacred Spirit, who didst brood 
Upon the chaos dark and rude, 
Who bad'st its angry tumult cease, 
And gavest light and life and peace: 
O hear us when we cry to thee 
For those in peril on the sea. 

O Trinity of love and power, 
Our brethren shield in danger's hour; 
From rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
Protect them whereso'er they go: 
And ever let there rise to thee 
Glad hymns of praise from land and sea. 

William Whiting, (1825 - 1878) 
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7. Firmly I believe and truly  

FIRMLY I believe and truly 
God is Three, and God is One; 
And I next acknowledge duly 
Manhood taken by the Son. 

And I trust and hope most fully 
In that Manhood crucified; 
And each thought and deed unruly 
Do to death, as He has died. 

Simply to His grace and wholly 
Light and life and strength belong, 
And I love supremely, solely, 
Him the Holy, Him the Strong. 

And I hold in veneration, 
For the love of Him alone, 
Holy Church as His creation, 
And her teachings as His own. 

Adoration ay be given, 
With and through the angelic host, 
To the God of earth and heaven, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

John Newman, (1801 - 1890) 

8. Guide me, O thou great Redeemer  

GUIDE me, O thou great Redeemer, 
Pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but thou art mighty, 
Hold me with thy powerful hand: 
Bread of heaven, 
Feed me till I want no more. 

Open now the crystal fountain, 
Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar 
Lead me all my journey through: 
Strong Deliverer, 
Be thou still my strength and shield. 

When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
Bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death, and hell's Destruction, 
Land me safe on Canaan's side: 
Songs of praises 
I will ever give to thee. 

William Williams, (1717 - 1791) 
Translated, Peter Williams (1727 - 1796)  

Hymn tune, John Hughes (1873 - 1932) 

9. How sweet the name of Jesus sounds  

HOW sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
In a believer's ear! 
It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds, 
And drives away his fear. 

It makes the wounded spirit whole, 
And calms the troubled breast; 
'Tis manna to the hungry soul, 
And to the weary rest. 

Dear name! the rock on which I build, 
My shield and hiding place, 
My never-failing treasury filled 
With boundless stores of grace. 

Jesus! My Shepherd, Husband, Friend, 
My Prophet, Priest and King, 
My Lord, my Life, my Way, my End, 
Accept the praise I bring. 

Weak is the effort of my heart, 
And cold my warmest thought; 
But when I see thee as thou art, 
I'll praise thee as I ought. 

Till then I would thy love proclaim 
With every fleeting breath; 
And may the music of thy name 
Refresh my soul in death. 

John Newton, (1725 - 1807) 

10. He who would valiant be  

HE who would valiant be 
'Gainst all disaster,  
Let him in constancy 
Follow the Master. 
There's no discouragement 
Shall make him once relent 
His first avowed intent 
To be a pilgrim. 

Who so beset him round 
With dismal stories, 
Do but themselves confound – 
His strength the more is. 
No foes shall stay his might, 
Though he with giants fight: 
He will make good his right 
To be a pilgrim. 
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Since, Lord, thou dost defend 
Us with thy Spirit 
We know we at the end 
Shall life inherit. 
Then fancies flee away! 
I'll fear not what men say, 
I'll labour night and day 
To be a pilgrim. 

John Bunyan, (1628 – 1688)  

11. I heard the voice of Jesus say  

I HEARD the voice of Jesus say, 
'Come unto me and rest; 
Lay down, thou weary one, lay down 
Thy head upon my breast:' 
I came to Jesus as I was, 
Weary, and worn, and sad; 
I found in him a resting-place, 
And he has made me glad. 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
'Behold, I freely give 
The living water, thirsty one; 
Stoop down, and drink, and live:' 
I came to Jesus, and I drank 
Of that life-giving stream; 
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
And now I live in him. 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
'I am this dark world's Light; 
Look unto me, thy morn shall rise, 
And all thy day be bright:' 
I looked to Jesus, and I found 
In him my Star, my Sun; 
And in that light of life I'll walk 
Till travelling days are done. 

Horatius Bonar, (1808 - 1889) 

12. I vow to thee, my country,  

I VOW to thee, my country,  
all earthly things above, 
Entire and whole and perfect,  
the service of my love: 
The love that asks no question,  
the love that stands the test, 
That lays upon the altar  
the dearest and the best; 
The love that never falters, 
the love that pays the price, 
The love that makes undaunted  
the final sacrifice. 

 

And there's another country,  
I've heard of long ago, 
Most dear to them that love her,  
most great to them that know; 
We may not count her armies,  
we may not see her King; 
Her fortress is a faithful heart,  
her pride is suffering; 
And soul by soul and silently  
her shining bounds increase, 
And her ways are ways of gentleness  
and all her paths are peace. 
 

Music, Gustav Holst, (1874 - 1934) 
Words, Cecil Spring-Rice, (1859 -1918) 

13. Immortal, invisible, God only wise  

IMMORTAL, invisible,  
God only wise, 
In light inaccessible  
hid from our eyes, 
Most blessed, most glorious,  
the Ancient of Days, 
Almighty, victorious,  
thy great name we praise. 

Unresting, unhasting,  
and silent as light, 
Nor wanting, nor wasting,  
thou rulest in might; 
Thy justice like mountains  
high soaring above 
Thy clouds which are fountains  
of goodness and love. 

To all life thou givest 
to both great and small; 
In all life thou livest,  
the true life of all; 
We blossom and flourish  
as leaves on the tree, 
And wither and perish 
but nought changeth thee. 

Great Father of Glory,  
pure Father of Light, 
Thine Angels adore thee,  
all veiling their sight; 
All laud we would render:  
O help us to see 
'Tis only the splendour  
of light hideth thee. 
 

Walter Chalmers Smith, (1824 - 1908) 
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14. Jerusalem  

AND did those feet in ancient times 
Walk upon England's mountain green? 
And was the holy Lamb of God 
On England's pleasant pastures seen? 
And did the countenance divine 
Shine forth upon our clouded hills? 
And was Jerusalem builded here 
Among those dark satanic mills? 

Bring me my bow of burning gold! 
Bring me my arrows of desire ! 
Bring me my spear! O clouds, unfold! 
Bring me my chariot of fire! 
I will not cease from mental fight, 
Nor shall my sword sleep in my hand, 
Till we have built Jerusalem 
In England's green and pleasant land. 

William Blake, (1757 - 1827) 

15. Just as I am, without one plea  

JUST as I am, without one plea 
But that thy Blood was shed for me, 
And that thou bidd'st me come to thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 

Just as I am, though tossed about 
With many a conflict, many a doubt, 
Fightings within, and fears without, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 

Just as I, poor, wretched, blind; 
Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
Yea all I need, in thee to find, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 

Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve: 
Because thy promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 

Just as I am (thy love unknown 
Has broken every barrier down), 
Now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 

Just as I am, of that free love 
The breadth, length, depth, and height to prove, 
Here for a season, then above, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 

Charlotte Elliott, (1789 - 1871) 

16. Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us  

LEAD us, heavenly Father, lead us 
O'er the world's tempestuous sea; 
Guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us; 
For we have no help but thee, 
Yet possessing every blessing 
If our God our Father be. 

Saviour! breathe forgiveness o'er us, 
All our weakness thou dost know, 
Thou didst tread this earth before us, 
Thou didst feel its keenest woe; 
Lone and dreary, faint and weary, 
Through the desert thou didst go. 

Spirit of our God, descending, 
Fill our hearts with heavenly joy, 
Love with every passion blending, 
Pleasure that can never cloy: 
Thus provided, pardoned, guided, 
Nothing can our peace destroy! 

James Edmeston, (1791 - 1867) 

17. Love Divine, all loves excelling  

LOVE Divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven, to earth come down, 
Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
All thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesu, thou art all compassion, 
Pure unbounded love thou art; 
Visit us with thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 

Come, Almighty to deliver, 
Let us all thy life receive; 
Suddenly return, and never, 
Never more thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve thee as thy hosts above, 
Pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, 
Glory in thy perfect love. 

Finish then thy new creation, 
Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see thy great salvation, 
Perfectly restored in thee, 
Changed from glory into glory, 
Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before thee, 
Lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

Charles Wesley, (1707 - 1788) 
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18. Love's redeeming work is done  

LOVE'S redeeming work is done; 
Fought the fight, the battle is won: 
Lo, our Sun's eclipse is o'er! 
Lo, he sets in blood no more! 

Vain the stone, the watch, the seal, 
Christ has burst the gates of hell; 
Death in vain forbids his rise; 
Christ has opened Paradise. 

Lives again our glorious King; 
Where, O Death, is now thy sting? 
Dying once, he all doth save; 
Where thy victory, O grave? 

Soar we now where Christ has led, 
Following our exalted Head; 
Made like him, like him we rise; 
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 

Hail the Lord of earth and heaven! 
Praise to thee by both be given: 
Thee we greet triumphant now; 
Hail, the Resurrection thou! 

Charles Wesley, (1707 - 1788) 
 

19. Make me a channel of your peace.  

Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there is hatred let me bring your love. 
Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord 
And where there's doubt, true faith in you. 
 
Oh, Master grant that I may never seek 
So much to be consoled as to console 
To be understood as to understand 
To be loved as to love with all my soul. 
 
Make me a channel of your peace 
Where there's despair in life, let me bring hope 
Where there is darkness, only light 
And where there's sadness, ever joy. 
 
Make me a channel of your peace 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned 
In giving to all men that we receive 
And in dying that we're born to eternal life.  

Attributed to St Francis (1181-1226) 

20. Now thank we all our God  

NOW thank we all our God, 
With hearts and hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things hath done, 
In whom his world rejoices; 
Who from our mother's arms 
Hath blessed  us on our way 
With countless gifts of love, 
And still is ours to-day. 

O may this bounteous God 
Through all our life be near us, 
With ever joyful hearts 
And blessed peace to cheer us; 
And keep us in his grace, 
And guide us when perplexed, 
And free us from all ills 
In this world and the next. 

All praise and thanks to God 
The Father now be given, 
The Son, and Him who reigns 
With them in highest heaven, 
The One eternal God, 
Whom earth and heaven adore; 
For thus it was, is now, 
And shall be evermore. Amen. 

Martin Rinkart, (1586 - 1649) 
Translated, Catherine Winkworth, (1827 - 1878) 

21. O God, our help in ages past  

O GOD, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
And our eternal home; 

Under the shadow of thy throne 
Thy Saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is thine arm alone, 
And our defence is sure. 

Before the hills in order stood, 
Or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting thou art God, 
To endless years the same. 

A thousand ages in thy sight 
Are like an evening gone, 
Short as the watch that ends the night 
Before the rising sun. 
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Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
Bears all its sons away; 
They fly forgotten, as a dream 
Dies at the opening day. 

O God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope in years to come, 
Be thou our guard while troubles last, 
And our eternal home. 

Isaac Watts, (1674 - 1748) 

22. O worship the King  

O WORSHIP the King  
All glorious above; 
O gratefully sing  
His power and his love: 
Our Shield and Defender,  
The Ancient of days, 
Pavilioned in splendour,  
And girded with praise. 

O tell of his might,  
O sing of his grace, 
Whose robe is the light, 
Whose canopy space. 
His chariots of wrath 
The deep thunder-clouds form, 
And dark is his path 
On the wings of the storm. 

This earth, with its store 
Of wonders untold, 
Almighty, thy power 
Hath founded of old: 
Hath stablished it fast 
By a changeless decree, 
And round it hath cast, 
Like a mantle, the sea. 

O measureless Might, 
Ineffable Love, 
While Angels delight 
To hymn thee above, 
Thy humbler creation, 
Though feeble their lays, 
With true adoration 
Shall sing to thy praise. 

Sir Robert Grant, MP, (1779 – 1838) 

23. Praise, my soul, the King of heaven  

PRAISE, my soul, the King of heaven; 
To his feet thy tribute bring. 
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
Who like me his praise should sing? 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise the everlasting King. 

Praise him for his grace and favour 
To our fathers in distress; 
Praise him still the same as ever, 
Slow to chide and quick to bless. 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Glorious in his faithfulness. 

Father-like, he tends and spares us; 
Well our feeble frame he knows; 
In his hands he gently bears us, 
Rescues us from all our foes. 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Widely as his mercy flows. 

Angels, help us to adore him; 
Ye behold him face to face; 
Sun and moon, bow down before him; 
Dwellers all in time and space. 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise with us the God of grace. 

Henry F. Lyte, (1793 - 1847) 

24. Praise to the Holiest in the height  

PRAISE to the Holiest in the height, 
And in the depth be praise, 
In all his words most wonderful, 
Most sure in all his ways. 

O loving wisdom of our God! 
When all was sin and shame, 
A second Adam to the fight 
And to the rescue came. 

O generous love! That he who smote 
In Man for man the foe, 
The double agony in Man 
For man should undergo; 

And in the garden secretly, 
And on the Cross on high, 
Should teach his brethren, and inspire 
To suffer and to die. 

Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
And in the depth be praise, 
In all his words most wonderful, 
Most sure in all his ways. 
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John Newman, (1801 – 1890)  

25. Rock of ages, cleft for me  

ROCK of ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in thee; 
Let the Water and the Blood, 
From thy riven side which flowed, 
Be of sin the double cure, 
Cleanse me from its guilt and power. 

Not the labours of my hands 
Can fulfil thy law's demands; 
Could my zeal no respite know, 
Could my tears for ever flow, 
All for sin could not atone; 
Thou must save, and thou alone. 

Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to the Cross I cling; 
Naked, come thee to dress; 
Helpless, look to thee for grace; 
Foul, I to the Fountain fly; 
Wash me, Saviour, or I die. 

While I draw this fleeting breath, 
When mine eyes are closed in death, 
When I soar through tracts unknown, 
See thee on thy judgement throne; 
Rock of ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in thee. 

Augustus Toplady, (1740 - 1778) 

26. The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended  

THE day thou gavest, Lord, is ended, 
The darkness falls at thy behest; 
To thee our morning hymns ascended, 
Thy praise shall sanctify our rest. 

We thank thee that thy Church unsleeping, 
While earth rolls onwards into light, 
Through all the world her watch is keeping, 
And rests not now by day or night. 

As o'er each continent and island 
The dawn leads on another day, 
The voice of prayer is never silent, 
Nor dies the strain of praise away. 

The sun that bids us rest is waking 
Our brethren 'neath the western sky, 
And hour by hour fresh lips are making 
Thy wondrous doings heard on high. 

So be it, Lord; thy throne shall never, 
Like earth's proud empires, pass away; 
Thy kingdom stands, grows for ever, 
Till all thy creatures own thy sway. 

John Ellerton, (1826 - 1893) 

27. The King of love my Shepherd is  

THE King of love my Shepherd is, 
Whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am his 
And he is mine for ever. 

Where streams of living water flow 
My ransomed soul he leadeth, 
And where the verdant pastures grow 
With food celestial feedeth. 

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 
But yet in love he sought me, 
And on his shoulder, gently laid, 
And home, rejoicing, brought me. 

In death's dark vale I fear no ill 
With thee, dear Lord, beside me; 
The rod and staff my comfort still, 
Thy Cross before to guide me. 

Thou spead'st a table in my sight; 
Thy unction grace bestoweth: 
And O what transport of delight 
From thy pure chalice floweth! 

And so through all the length of days 
Thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 
Within thy house for ever. 

Sir Henry Baker (1821 - 1877) 

28.The Lord's my shepherd  

THE Lord's my shepherd, I'll not want; 
He maketh me down to lie 
In pastures green; he leadeth me 
The quiet waters by. 

My souls he doth restore again, 
And me to walk doth make 
Within the paths of righteousness, 
E'en for his own name's sake. 

Yea, though I walk in death's dark vale, 
Yet will I fear no ill: 
For thou art with me, and thy rod 
And staff me comfort still. 
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My table thou hast furnished 
In presence of my foes; 
My head thou dost with oil anoint 
And my cup overflows. 

Goodness and mercy all my life 
Shall surely follow me; 
And in God's house for evermore 
My dwelling-place shall be. 

Scottish Psalter 1650 (23rd Psalm) 
Melody, Jessie Irvine, (1836 - 1887) 

29. The strife is o’er, the battle done  

THE strife is o'er, the battle done; 
Now is the Victor's triumph won; 
O let the song of praise be sung. 
Alleluya! 

Death's mightiest powers have done their 
worst, 
And Jesus hath his foes dispersed; 
Let shouts of praise and joy outburst. 
Alleluya! 

On the third morn he rose again 
Glorious in majesty to reign; 
O let us swell the joyful strain. 
Alleluya! 

He brake the age-bound chains of hell; 
The bars from heaven's high portals fell; 
Let hymns of praise his triumph tell. 
Alleluya! 

Lord, by the stripes which wounded thee 
From death's dread sting thy servants free, 
That we may live, and sing to thee. 
Alleluya! 

Words, author unknown possibly 12th Century 
Translated, Francis Pott (1832 - 1909) 

30. Thine be the glory 

THINE be the glory,  
risen, conquering Son, 
Endless is the victory  
Thou o'er death hast won; 
Angels in bright raiment  
rolled the stone away, 
Kept the folded grave-clothes,  
where Thy body lay. 

Thine be the glory,  
risen, conquering Son, 
Endless is the victory  
Thou o'er death hast won. 

Lo! Jesus meets us,  
risen from the tomb; 
Lovingly He greets us,  
scatters fear and gloom; 
Let the Church with gladness  
hymns of triumph sing, 
For her Lord now liveth;  
death has lost its sting. 
 

No more we doubt Thee,  
glorious Prince of life; 
Life is nought without Thee:  
aid us in our strife; 
Make us more than conquerors,  
through Thy deathless love; 
Bring us safe through Jordan  
to Thy home above. 
 

Edmund Budry, (1854 - 1932) 
Translated, Richard Hoyle (1875 - 1939) 

31. Through all the changing scenes of life  

THROUGH all the changing scenes of life, 
In trouble and in joy, 
The praises of my God shall still 
My heart and tongue employ. 

O magnify the Lord with me, 
With me exalt his name; 
When in distress to him I called, 
He to my rescue came. 

The hosts of God encamped around 
The dwellings of the just; 
Deliverance he affords to all 
Who on his succour trust. 

O make but trial of his love, 
Experience will decide 
How blest they are, and only they, 
Who in his truth confide. 

Fear him, ye saints, and you will then 
Have nothing else to fear; 
Make you his service your delight, 
Your wants shall be his care. 
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32. When I survey the wondrous Cross  

WHEN I survey the wondrous Cross, 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
Save in the death of Christ my God; 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to his Blood. 

See from his head, his hands, his feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down; 
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

His dying crimson like a robe, 
Spreads o'er his body on the Tree; 
Then am I dead to all the globe, 
And all the globe is dead to me. 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That was a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

Isaac Watts, prolific and popular hymn writer 
(1674 - 1748) 
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RITE FOR THE BURIAL OF ASHES 
 

INVITATION  
 

The minister begins:  
My friends,  
we have come together to bury/entomb the ashes  
of our brother/sister N.  
In doing this we recall  
that our bodies bear the imprint  
of the first creation  
when they were fashioned from dust; but in faith we remember, too,  
that by the new creation  
we also bear the image of Jesus  
who was raised to glory.  
In confident hope that  
one day God will raise us  
and transform our mortal bodies:  

 

SCRIPTURE VERSE  
One of the following or another brief Scripture verse is read.  
 

The minister first says:  
Let us listen to the words of scripture:  
 

A  John 14:1-3  
Jesus says: ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God still and trust in me. There are many 
rooms in my Father’s house; if there were not, I should have told you. I am going now to prepare 
a place for you, and after I have gone and prepared you a place, I shall return to take you with 
me, so that where I am you may be too.’ 
 

B  Colossians 3:3-4  
You have died, and now the life you have is hidden with Christ in God. But when Christ is 
revealed — and he is your life — you too will be revealed in all your glory with him.  
 

C  Romans 6:8-9  
We believe that having died with Christ we shall return to life with him: Christ, as we know, 
having been raised from the dead will never die again. Death has no power over him anymore.  

 

PRAYER OF COMMITTAL  
The minister then says the following prayer, during or after which the ashes are buried or entombed.  
 

Let us pray.  
Faithful God, Lord of all creation,  
you desire that nothing  
redeemed by your Son  
will ever be lost,  
and that the just  
will be raised up on the last day.  
Comfort us today  
with the word of your promise  
as we return the ashes  
of our brother/sister to the earth.  
Grant N. a place of rest and peace  
where the world of dust and ashes has no dominion.  
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Confirm us in our hope that  
he/she will be created anew  
on the day when  
you will raise him/her up  
in glory to live with you  
and all the saints for ever and ever.  

R.  Amen.  
 

A brief period of silent prayer or informal intercessions may follow.  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Using the following or similar words, the minister invites those present to pray the Lord’s Prayer.  
 

Now let us pray as Christ the Lord has taught us:  
All say:  

Our Father, Who art in heaven 
Hallowed be Thy Name; 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil 

 

Heavenly Father, 
we thank you for all those whom we love but see no longer. 
As we remember N in this place, 
hold before us 
 our beginning and our ending, 
the dust from which we come 
and the death to which we move, 
with a firm hope in your eternal love and purposes for us, 
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

R.  Amen.  
 

BLESSING  
The minister then says the following:  

Eternal rest grant unto him/her, O Lord.  
R.  And let perpetual light shine upon him/her.  
 

May he/she rest in peace.  
R.  And rise in glory.  

May his/her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed,  
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  

R.  Amen.  
 

minister who is a priest or deacon says:  
May the peace of God, which is beyond all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God and of his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  

R.  Amen.  
May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

R.  Amen.  
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A lay minister invokes God’s blessing and signs himself or herself with the sign of the cross, saying:  
May the love of God and the peace of the Lord Jesus Christ bless and console us and gently wipe 
every tear from our eyes: in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

R.  Amen.  
 

The minister then concludes:  
Go in the peace of Christ.  

R.  Thanks be to God. 
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GRAVE YARD POLICY 
Right to burial or interment of cremated remains 

In our churchyards, every parishioner has a right of burial, provided there is space available and the 
churchyard has not been closed for burials by Order in Council. However at present, (April 2023),  
St Mary’s Churchyard is closed. In addition, any person whose name is on the electoral roll of the 
parish at the time of their death also has a right to burial. So too has any person dying within the 
parish. 
 

No other person can be buried in the churchyard without the consent of the Parochial Church Councils 
(PCC). If the Parish Priest declines to allow the burial of a person who has no right of burial, his 
decision shall be final. 
 

There is no right of burial in any particular part of the churchyard. The selection of where the plot will 
be will simply follow on the row which is presently being used.    
 

The only exception is where a grave space has been designated by the Parish Priest, following a 
previous burial, as a burial plot for multiple burials, i.e. a double or triple grave. 
 

Memorials 
The exercise of the right of burial, interment of cremated remains, or the erection of a memorial does 
not confer any rights of ownership upon the relatives of the deceased person or their heirs. However 
the primary responsibility for the upkeep of any memorial falls on those relatives or heirs of the 
deceased.  
 

It should be noted that a settlement period of at least 6 months must be observed before the 
placement of any stone memorial. Please also note that permission must always be obtained from the 
Parish Priest before the erection of any memorial.   
 

Gravestones 
The Church of England has strict rules concerning materials, sizes, design and inscriptions of all 
memorials to be erected in a churchyard. Details of all proposed memorials must be submitted to the 
Parish Priest for approval before any such work is undertaken. 
   

Areas for cremated remains 
A specific area for the interment of cremated remains has been set aside. However the scattering or 
strewing of cremated remains is not permitted. They are to be interred in a container, which must be 
of perishable material, preferably cardboard or wood. The undertakers can advise on this. 
 

A stone plaque of the design to the left may be placed over the location of the 
burial plot, or a wooden plaque placed behind. Both plaque designs are 
obtainable from the Parish Office. The plaques will be positioned such that a 
mower may pass over them to maintain the area in good order.  Please note 
that no additional items may be placed in these areas, with the exception of 
cut flowers. 
 

A full copy of the Churchyard Policy is available from the Parish Office. 
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FUNERAL PLANNING AIDE 
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

Type of Service: The letter denotes which choices guide to follow. 

A. Requiem    
B. Funeral in Church followed by Crematorium  
C. Funeral in Church followed by Graveside  
D. Crematorium  

D. Graveside  

A. SERVICE CHOICES FOR A REQUIEM 
Entry Music –  

Reading(s)– You can choose to have up to three readings Psalm, New testament and Gospel 

1. Old Testament -  

2  Psalm -   

3.  New Testament -  

4.  Gospel -  

Offertory Hymn–  

Communion Hymn–  

Closing Hymn or Recessional Music -  

Words of Remembrance (optional) who is delivering them? –  

Time of Remembrance (optional) – 

Poem (optional) and who is reading? – 

Exit music -  

Wake Details (optional – for inclusion on the draft order of service)  -  

Donations Details (optional – for inclusion on the draft order of service)   - 
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B. SERVICE CHOICES FOR A FUNERAL OFFICE IN CHURCH 

Entry Music –  

Old / New Testament Reading -  

Hymn–  

Gospel Reading -  

Words of Remembrance (optional) who is delivering them? –  

Time of Remembrance (optional) – 

Poem (optional) and who is reading? – 

Hymn–  

Exit music -  

Wake Details (optional – for inclusion on the draft order of service)  -  

Donations Details (optional – for inclusion on the draft order of service)   - 

 

C. SERVICE CHOICES FOR A FUNERAL AT THE CREMATORIUM OR GRAVESIDE 
Entry Music –  

Hymn–  

Gospel Reading -  

Words of Remembrance (optional) who is delivering them? –  

Time of Remembrance (optional) – 

Poem (optional) and who is reading? – 

Hymn–  

Exit music -  

Wake Details (optional – for inclusion on the draft order of service)  -  

Donations Details (optional – for inclusion on the draft order of service)   - 
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