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The Parishes of  
St Mary the Virgin, Stanwell 

and 
St Matthew, Ashford.  

 
Parish Priest:  Fr Stuart King  

  

HOW TO GET MARRIED AT ST MARY’S or ST  MATTHEW’S 
 
 

Your wedding day will be a very important day in your life and we are delighted that 
you have asked for the ceremony to take place at St Mary’s or St Matthew’s.  We shall 
do everything we can to ensure that you have a truly memorable day. 
 
The Wedding Information Pack is designed to help you with the things you need to 
arrange.  There are basically three areas it covers: 
 
1.The legal requirements you have to fulfil. 
 
2.The choices we ask you to make about the kind of service you want. 
 
3. The costs of the various services we provide. 
 
Please keep this pack for reference; it will provide you with the answers to most of the 
questions which normally arise when you are planning a wedding.  But if there is 
anything you are not sure about, please do not hesitate to ask. 
 
With all good wishes, 
 

 
 
Fr Stuart King SSC 
Parish Priest 

 
 
  

Address: The Parish Office, The Vicarage, 99 Church Road, Ashford TW15 2NY 
Parish Office:  01784 259093 
E-mail: office@smam.org.uk 
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LEGAL  REQUIREMENTS  
 
WHERE DO YOU LIVE? 
English Law entitles you to be married in the Parish Church of the parish where one of you is 
actually living. The clergy will be able to advise you whether your address is within the 
boundary of St Mary’s or St Matthew’s. We are not permitted to conduct your wedding if 
neither of you lives within our boundary unless you are a regular worshipper and your name 
is on our Electoral Roll, or under certain special circumstances which we shall be happy to 
explain. 
 
PARENT'S CONSENT 
This is only required if you are under 18 years of age during the legal preliminaries to the 
marriage and must be given in writing. 
 
TIME LIMITS 
Wedding services can take place on any day of the week between 8.00am and 4.00pm, subject 
to the availability of the church and priest. 
 
LEGAL PRELIMINARIES 
Calling Banns is the normal way of obtaining legal permission for your marriage. We can call 
your banns if you reside within the Parish, or are on our church Electoral Roll in the period 
prior to the calling of your banns.  To qualify for membership of the Electoral Roll you must 
be baptised (and it would be usual for an adult to be confirmed as well) and worship regularly 
(ie at least twice a month) with us for a period of six months. 
 
When Banns are called, your names are read out in church and anybody who knows a reason 
in law why you may not marry has to notify the clergy. When the Banns have been read on 
three separate Sundays the marriage may take place within three months. 
 
At St Mary’s Banns are called at the 11:00 service and at St Matthew’s Banns are called at the 
09:30 service on the first three Sundays of the month to permit at least a clear month before 
your wedding. So, for example, for a wedding in May the Banns will be called in March. 
 
Where one of you lives in another parish you must have the Banns called there also. It is 
your responsibility to arrange this with the parish priest there  - please do this about three 
months before the wedding. After the third calling of Banns he will issue you with a 
certificate valid for three months, for which a fee is payable. Please bring this certificate to 
your wedding rehearsal; without it we cannot conduct your wedding. 
 
It is not essential for Banns at the other church to be called on the same Sundays as at St 
Mary’s or St Matthew’s. You do not have to be present to hear your Banns, but we shall be 
delighted to welcome you if you would like to come. 
 
Occasionally it is not possible to obtain legal permission for the marriage through the calling 
of Banns.   
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You may now also get married in St Mary’s or St Matthew’s if our church has special 
significance for you through family or other special connections. An engaged couple can now 
get married here if either of you can show just one of the following seven connections with 
our parish. 
 
That one of you:  

• was baptised in our parish or  
• was prepared for confirmation in our parish or  
• has at any time lived in our parish for a period of at least 6 months or  
• has at any time regularly gone to normal church services in this parish church for a 

period of at least 6 months or 

That one of your parents, at any time after you were born:  

• has lived in our parish for a period of at least 6 months or  
• has regularly gone to normal church services in this parish church for a period of at 

least 6 months or  

That one of your parents or grandparents:  

• was married in our parish  

In all cases involving church services - i.e. going to normal church services, baptism, 
confirmation or marriage - this applies only to Church of England services. Even if you 
cannot demonstrate any of the above connections, we want to help you explore whether it 
may still be possible for you to marry in our special church and the clergy will advise you if an 
alternative course of action is necessary. 

FORM OF SERVICE 

For weddings at St Mary’s or St Matthew’s we use the current English form from "Common 
Worship".  This service offers a number of different choices for readings and prayers and is 
written in contemporary language in a style that befits the occasion. 
 
HERE TO HELP PLAN YOUR SPECIAL DAY 
The clergy of our parish are only too happy to help you in the planning of your wedding day.  
The Church of England’s new website will also give you help and ideas too and can be found 
at:  http://www.yourchurchwedding.org/  Do feel free to contact the clergy with any queires 
or worries you might have. 
 
STYLE 
The style of your wedding is for you to decide (even if your parents are footing the bill!). 
Music, bells and special flowers can all be provided if you would like them. But we are equally 
happy to arrange a simple, quiet ceremony if you would prefer this. There are separate sheets 
in this pack giving information about music and hymns and flowers in church. Please read 
these carefully before making any plans. 
 

http://www.yourchurchwedding.org/


 Page 5 of 26 

VERGER 
The Verger is a very useful person who helps the arrangements in church run smoothly. They 
prepare the church beforehand, open and close the doors for the bride's entry and at the end 
of the service, help the ushers in their duties and look after your guests in any emergency. 
After the service the verger tidies the church in preparation for the next service.  A verger is 
required for every wedding, and is paid an appropriate fee. 
 
CLERGY 
St Mary’s and St Matthew’s has a number of clergy,  one of whom will usually conduct your 
wedding. We are also happy for a relative or friend who is a priest in good standing with the 
Church of England or a church in full communion with the CofE to conduct the service, but 
we need to know well in advance.  The necessary fees are still payable to the parish, even 
though you may bring your own priest. 
 
Whoever takes the service, all administration is conducted through the Parish Office and 
any matter relating to the wedding should be referred there. 
 
With this pack you will find an Application Form.  When you have decided on your 
requirements, please fill it in and return it to the parish office to arrive not less than three 
months before the wedding. 
 

COSTS 
1. Wedding Fees 
 These are fixed by authority of Parliament and cannot be varied. They relate to the  

legal aspects of the ceremony and increase by a small amount each year. Fees are 
charged at the rate for the year that the wedding takes place, not the year in which it 
is booked. 

 
2.  Payment for the services of those taking part. 
 This includes Bellringers, the Organist, Choir and Verger. The payments of those in 

itallics only apply if you request the services of these people. 
 
3.  Reimbursement of expenses. 
 This includes expenditure which the church incurs because your wedding is taking 

place, such as additional heating in winter and a contribution towards maintenance of 
the organ and bells. 

 
4.  Video Recording 

We permit the use of a video camera during the service but must make it clear that any 
recording is subject to copyright law.  The church holds a copyright licence which 
permits amateur recording and a separate charge is raised when this facility is 
requested, as a contribution towards the costs incurred in obtaining the licence. 

 
 If a professional firm makes the recording, the Royal School of Church Music requires 

the Organist and Choir to receive double their normal fee for taking part in the 
recording. 
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THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW 
A rehearsal will be arranged a few days before the wedding. The person conducting the 
service will contact you to arrange a suitable date and time. You are welcome to bring 
anybody who has a part to play in the ceremony - best man, bridesmaids etc. - but it is not 
essential for them to attend. Please bring to the rehearsal the Banns Certificate if you have 
had banns read in another parish. 
 
Wedding fees must be paid in full, either by BANK TRANSFER (preferred), or by 
CHEQUE 6 weeks before the wedding.  Cheques should be made payable to " PCC of St 
Mary the Virgin Stanwell and St Matthew Ashford " 
 
Confetti may be used, but we shall ask your guests to confine it to the area around the gate. 
Rice and plastic confetti should not be used as it makes the path slippery in wet weather. If 
you are going abroad for your honeymoon and you wish to obtain a joint passport or a 
passport for the bride in her married name you should obtain a special form from the Post 
Office for the Parish Priest to sign. 
 
PREPARATION FOR MARRIAGE 
Your marriage will last much longer than the preparations for your wedding, so it is as  
important for you to prepare for the marriage as well as for the wedding day. With this in 
mind we invite you to let us help you with your thinking about marriage. The best possible 
preparation is for you both to be able to talk together about the things which will be 
important to you, your hopes, fears and expectations, and we encourage you to attend a 
preparation session to explore these issues. 
 
We are also happy to provide confidential help with more personal and private matters. 
Please do not hesitate to ask one of the clergy for an appointment.   
 
Marriage preparation is available and you are invited to participate, but there is no 
requirement for you to attend if you do not wish to do so.  Many couples find the course 
helpful in their preparations for their special day. 
 
PRINTED SERVICE SHEETS 
If you are planning to have your service printed professionally you will need to see the clergy 
at least three months beforehand to agree the music and hymns before you go to the printer. 
The order of items in the service is shown below. There is no need for anything else to be 
printed. 
 
Please be sure to order enough copies for all your guests, plus 10 for the choir if you are 
having them. 
 
As a Parish, we can also help with printing your orders of service. Please ask for further details 
if this is something you are interested in.  
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
This is how to layout your own order of service, or the details you need to supply to 
your printers if having them done professionally. 
 
Please note:  when printing the words of hymns, ask if you can borrow a copy of the 
church hymnbook.   Hymns that have been downloaded from the internet often 
contain spelling mistakes and verses which we have long since stopped singing!  
Please let the officiating priest see a draft copy before it goes to the printers. 
 
On the front cover:  The Parish of St Mary the Virgin, Stanwell and St Matthew, Ashford,  
 Date and time; 
 Heading:  ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE MARRIAGE OF 
 Your names. 
 
Inside                          (and on the back cover if necessary) 
 Heading: AT THE ENTRY OF THE BRIDE 
 (The name of the music you have chosen.) 
 Heading:  THE INTRODUCTION  
 FIRST HYMN (with words printed in full) 
 Heading:  THE PREFACE 
 Heading:  THE DECLARATIONS 
 Heading:  THE COLLECT 
 Heading:  THE READINGS 
 (List details of the readings and who is reading each one) 
 The bible readings are all printed at the back of this booklet  
 **Please note there is no need to print out the words of  the readings** 
 SECOND HYMN (with words printed in full) 
 Heading:  THE MARRIAGE 
 Heading:   THE BLESSING OF THE MARRIAGE 
 THIRD HYMN  (with words printed in full) 
 Heading:  SIGNING OF THE MARRIAGE DOCUMENT 
 (with the name of any special music you have chosen) 
 Heading: THE PRAYERS 
 Heading:  THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 Print the Lord’s Prayer out in full in the traditional version)  
 Heading:  THE BLESSING 
 Heading:  THE PROCESSION 
 (The name of the music you have chosen.) 
 



 Page 8 of 26 

MUSIC AND HYMNS 
The choice of music and hymns for your wedding is yours, and we shall do our best to 
comply with your wishes. Our organist has compiled a list of popular choices which is given 
below. If you are considering anything outside this list, please have a word with him (Philip 
Buckmaster email: music@smam.org.uk) at least three months before the wedding. 

 
FOR THE ENTRY OF THE BRIDE 

 
 Wagner Bridal Chorus from Lohengrin (Here comes the Bride) 
 Clarke Trumpet Voluntary (aka Prince of Denmark’s March) 
 Purcell Trumpet Tune 
 Purcell Trumpet Tune, called the Cebell 
 Stanley Trumpet Voluntary  
 Charpentier Prelude to the Te Deum 
 Handel Hornpipe from 'Water Music' 
 

HYMNS  
 
 All things bright and beautiful Morning has broken 
 Guide me, O thou great Redeemer O perfect love 
 The King of love my shepherd is Come down, O love divine 
 Lead us heavenly Father, lead us Lord of all hopefulness 
 Love Divine, all loves excelling Praise to the Lord 
 May the grace of Christ our Saviour 'Jerusalem' 
 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven Now thank we all our God 
 Let us with a gladsome mind O worship the King 
 

FOR THE PROCESSION 
 
 Mendelssohn Wedding March (from 'A Midsummer Night's Dream) 
 Widor Toccata from Symphony no. 5 
 Lang Tuba Tune 
 Karg-Elert Nun Danket alle Gott 
 Gigout Grand Choeur Dialogue 
 Guilmant March in E; Grand Choeur Triuphale 
 Vierne Finale, Symphonie No 1 
 Widor Finale, Symphonie No 6 
 
 
The choir (if you have one) will normally sing an appropriate anthem during the signing of 
the Marriage Documents, although the large number of weddings means they cannot 
normally do special requests. As an alternative, a vocal or organ solo can sometimes be 
arranged.  
 

A trumpeter can sometimes be provided at additional cost to accompany music and hymns; 
please consult the organist at least three months before the wedding.   
 

mailto:music@smam.org.uk
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Please note that the choir is on holiday throughout the school summer holidays and is not 
available for weddings.  Also, it is not usually possible to arrange a choir for a weekday 
wedding.  
 
If there is no choir, the following pieces could be played on the organ during the signing of 
the register: 
 
 J.S. Bach Air from Suite No.3 in D 
 J.S. Bach Jesu, joy of man’s desiring 
 J.S. Bach Bist du Bei Mir 
 J.S. Bach Sheep May Safely Graze  
 J.S. Bach/Gounod Ave Maria 
 Handel Air from The Water Music 
 Handel Largo 
 Boëllmann Prière à Notre-Dame from Suite Gothique 
 Pachelbel Canon in D 
 

 
WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY 
Photography in church can be distracting and we ask your guests and official photographer to 
use their discretion and follow our guidelines. No flash is permitted in church during the 
service except for the official photographer to record the signing of registers and the bridal 
procession at the end of the service.  At all times your photographer should work under the 
guidance of the priest taking the service, who will be happy to assist in obtaining the desired 
pictures.  If it is raining, the formal photographs may be taken in church with the consent of 
the priest or verger. 
 
When there is more than one wedding on the same day we allow two hours between them. 
This means that there is plenty of time to take photographs after the service. If the start of the 
service is delayed for any reason, photography time at the end is reduced! 
 
FLOWERS IN CHURCH 
 
At certain times of the year there are many weddings at St Mary’s and St Matthew’s and this 
means that it is impractical for us to allow professional florists to arrange flowers in church. 
Our Flower Guild will be happy to provide what you require. 
 
Please note that during the Church's seasons of Advent (the four weeks before Christmas) 
and Lent (the six weeks before Easter) flowers are not used to decorate the church for normal 
worship. If you are being married during one of these seasons the flowers will be removed 
before the Sunday services. 
 

To discuss the flower arrangements for your wedding, please contact 

Belinda Rayner-Tickner 
Tel:  01784 259 093 
as early as possible before your wedding. (at least six weeks) 
She will put you intouch with the right person. 
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FEES AND OTHER PAYMENTS 2026 
 
These are the charges which will apply from January 2026. The charges you will pay will be 
those in force on the day of your wedding. 
 
1. STATUTORY FEES 
 These are fixed by the Parochial Fees Order and are the same for every parish in the 

country. 
  £ 

 a) Publishing Banns 39.00  * 
 b) Marriage Service 566.00  * 
   605.00 

 
 * These fees will be increased from 1st Jan 2027 
 
2. PAYMENTS TO THOSE TAKING PART 
 These payments only apply when the services of the individuals concerned are 

requested. Please note that if another organist plays at the couple's request, St Mary’s 
or St Matthew’s organist is still entitled to the fee. 

 
 a) Organ 155.00 
 b) Choir 125.00 
 c) Bells at St Matthew’s 130.00 
  Bells at St Mary’s  160.00 
 d) Verger 45.00  
 
3. VIDEO RECORDING 
 a) Amateur recording 25.00 
 b) Professional recording (without choir) 125.00 
 c) Professional recording (with choir) 250.00 
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THE RITE OF HOLY MATRIMONY  
from Common Worship 

 
At the entry of the bride:  ORGAN MUSIC – see wedding pack 

Introduction 
 
The Welcome 
The priest welcomes the people using these words 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you 
and also with you. 
 
This sentence is used 
God is love, and those who live in love live in God 
and God lives in them. 1 John 4.16 
 
This prayer is said 
God of wonder and of joy: 
grace comes from you, 
and you alone are the source of life and love. 
Without you,we cannot please you; 
without your love, our deeds are worth nothing. 
Send your Holy Spirit, 
and pour into our hearts 
that most excellent gift of love, 
that we may worship you now 
with thankful hearts 
and serve you always with willing minds; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
First hymn is sung. See wedding pack. 
 
Preface 
In the presence of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
we have come together to witness the marriage of N and N, 
to pray for God’s blessing on them, to share their joy 
and to celebrate their love. 
Marriage is a gift of God in creation 
through which husband and wife may know the grace of God. 
It is given that as man and woman grow together in love and trust, 
they shall be united with one another in heart, body and mind, 
as Christ is united with his bride, the Church. 
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The gift of marriage brings husband and wife together 
in the delight and tenderness of sexual union 
and joyful commitment to the end of their lives. 
It is given as the foundation of family life 
in which children are [born and] nurtured 
and in which each member of the family, 
in good times and in bad, 
may find strength, companionship and comfort, 
and grow to maturity in love. 
Marriage is a way of life made holy by God, 
and blessed by the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ 
with those celebrating a wedding at Cana in Galilee. 
Marriage is a sign of unity and loyalty 
which all should uphold and honour. 
It enriches society and strengthens community. 
No one should enter into it lightly or selfishly 
but reverently and responsibly in the sight of almighty God. 
N and N are now to enter this way of life. 
They will each give their consent to the other 
and make solemn vows, 
and in token of this they will [each] give and receive a ring. 
We pray with them that the Holy Spirit will guide 
and strengthen them, that they may fulfill God’s purposes 
for the whole of their earthly life together. 
 
The Declarations 
First, I am required to ask anyone present who knows a reason 
why these persons may not lawfully marry, to declare it now. 
 
The priest says to the couple 
The vows you are about to take are to be made in the presence 
of God, who is judge of all and knows all the secrets of our hearts; 
therefore if either of you knows a reason why you may not 
lawfully marry, you must declare it now. 
 
The priest says to the bridegroom 
N, will you take N to be your wife? 
Will you love her, comfort her, honour and protect her, 
and, forsaking all others, 
be faithful to her as long as you both shall live? 
 
He answers 
I will. 
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The priest says to the bride 
N, will you take N to be your husband? 
Will you love him, comfort him, honour and protect him, 
and, forsaking all others, 
be faithful to him as long as you both shall live? 
 
She answers 
I will. 
 
The priest says to the congregation 
Will you, the families and friends of N and N, 
support and uphold them in their marriage 
now and in the years to come? 
All We will 
 
The Collect 
The priest invites the people to pray, silence is kept  
and the priest says the Collect 
God our Father, 
from the beginning 
you have blessed creation with abundant life. 
Pour out your blessings upon N and N, 
that they may be joined in mutual love and companionship, 
in holiness and commitment to each other. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Readings 
At least one reading from the Bible is used – see readings pack. 
 
Second hymn is sung. 
 
The Marriage  The couple stand before the priest. 
 
The Vows 
N and N, I now invite you to join hands and make your vows, 
in the presence of God and his people. 
 
The bride and bridegroom face each other. 
The bridegroom takes the bride’s right hand in his. 
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I, N, take you, N, 
to be my wife, 
to have and to hold 
from this day forward; 
for better, for worse, 
for richer, for poorer, 
in sickness and in health, 
to love and to cherish, 
till death us do part; 
according to God’s holy law. 
In the presence of God I make this vow. 
 
They loose hands. 
The bride takes the bridegroom’s right hand in hers, and says 
 
I, N, take you, N, 
to be my husband, 
to have and to hold 
from this day forward; 
for better, for worse, 
for richer, for poorer, 
in sickness and in health, 
to love and to cherish, 
till death us do part; 
according to God’s holy law. 
In the presence of God I make this vow. They loose hands. 
 
The Giving of Rings 
The priest receives the ring(s), and says this prayer 
Heavenly Father, by your blessing 
let these rings be to N and N 
a symbol of unending love and faithfulness, 
to remind them of the vow and covenant 
which they have made this day 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All Amen. 
 
The bridegroom places the ring on the fourth finger of the 
bride’s left hand and, holding it there, says 
N, I give you this ring 
as a sign of our marriage. 
With my body I honour you, 
all that I am I give to you, 
and all that I have I share with you, 
within the love of God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
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If rings are exchanged, they loose hands and the bride places a ring on 
the fourth finger of the bridegroom’s left hand and, holding it there, says 
N, I give you this ring 
as a sign of our marriage. 
With my body I honour you, 
all that I am I give to you, 
and all that I have I share with you, 
within the love of God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
The Proclamation 
The priest addresses the people 
In the presence of God, and before this congregation, 
N and N have given their consent 
and made their marriage vows to each other. 
They have declared their marriage by the joining of hands 
and by the giving and receiving of rings. 
I therefore proclaim that they are husband and wife. 
The priest joins their right hands together and says 
Those whom God has joined together let no one put asunder. 
 
The Blessing of the Marriage 
The husband and wife kneel. The priest uses the following blessing 
 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, 
for you have created joy and gladness, 
pleasure and delight, love, peace and fellowship. 
Pour out the abundance of your blessing 
upon N and N in their new life together. 
Let their love for each other be a seal upon their hearts 
and a crown upon their heads. 
Bless them in their work and in their companionship; 
awake and asleep, 
in joy and in sorrow, 
in life and in death. 
Finally, in your mercy, bring them to that banquet 
where your saints feast for ever in your heavenly home. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
All Amen. 
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The priest says to the couple 
God the Father, 
God the Son, 
God the Holy Spirit, 
bless, preserve and keep you; 
the Lord mercifully grant you the riches of his grace, 
that you may please him both in body and soul, 
and, living together in faith and love, 
may receive the blessings of eternal life. 
All Amen. 
 
Third hymn is sung 
 
Registration of the Marriage 
The registration takes place in one of the side Chapels. 
 
Prayers 
These prayers are used  
 
Faithful God, 
holy and eternal, 
source of life and spring of love, 
we thank and praise you for bringing N and N to this day, 
and we pray for them. 
Lord of life and love: 
All hear our prayer. 
 
May their marriage be life-giving and life-long, 
enriched by your presence and strengthened by your grace; 
may they bring comfort and confidence to each other 
in faithfulness and trust. 
Lord of life and love: 
All hear our prayer. 
 
May the hospitality of their home 
bring refreshment and joy to all around them; 
may their love overflow to neighbours in need 
and embrace those in distress. 
Lord of life and love: 
All hear our prayer. 
 
May they discern in your word 
order and purpose for their lives; 
and may the power of your Holy Spirit 
lead them in truth and defend them in adversity. 
Lord of life and love: 
All hear our prayer. 
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May they nurture their family with devotion, 
see their children grow in body, mind and spirit 
and come at last to the end of their lives 
with hearts content and in joyful anticipation of heaven. 
Lord of life and love: 
All hear our prayer. 
 
The prayers conclude with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
The Dismissal 
The priest says 
God the St Mary’s or St Matthew’s make you strong in faith and love, 
defend you on every side, and guide you in truth and peace; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
All Amen. 
 
The Procession of the Bride and Groom – ORGAN MUSIC see wedding pack. 
 
The Rite of Holy Matrimony  
© Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England 2000 
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READINGS FOR YOUR WEDDING 
 

As part of a Christian wedding service you will be asked to have at least one reading from the 
bible.  Couples are welcome to choose poems and readings from the world of literature but 
the fact that this is Christian wedding in church should be reflected in your choice of 
readings. 
 
Couples should therefore choose one reading from the Gospel Readings section of this 
selection of readings.  This will normally be read by the priest who is officiating at the service.  
Another reading or readings may be chosen from the Old Testament or the Epistles of the 
New Testament section to be read by a member of your family or a close friend.  Alternatively 
they may read a poem or something from the world of literature. 
 
There are various other books such as Love – 100 readings in celebration of marriage, which 
you might find helpful. 
 
Love - 100 Readings in Celebration of Marriage  

Editor: Robert Atwell 
Price: £9.99  
ISBN: 9781853116001 
Publisher: Canterbury Press  
A delightful anthology of readings celebrating the ideal, as well as the 
humorously down-to-earth, aspects of love. It provides a choice of 
readings for weddings, engagements, anniversaries or sharing in private. 
  
• When choosing someone to read at your wedding, first of all check 

that they feel comfortable in doing so!  You don’t want someone’s nerves spoiling the 
reading and their enjoyment of your wedding! 

 
• Give them the reading well in advance so that they can practice reading it at a steady 

pace. If the lesson is read too fast,  you will barely understand a word that is spoken and 
the whole meaning of the lesson could be lost! 

 
• There will be a sound system and microphone in church on the day.  Get the reader to 

either come to the wedding rehearsal or ask them to go to church early and try out the 
reading before the guest arrive. 

 
• Always have a back-up copy of the reading! Just in case your reader forgets to bring the 

text with them.  Put the back-up copy on the church lectern, type it out in a nice clear 
font and in a large font size. 
Palatino Linotype 16   or Arial 16 are both nice clear fonts! 
 

• The reading should be introduced with the words: 
‘ A reading from …….’   Eg: ‘A reading from Ephesians’ 

      There is NO need to give the chapter and verse numbers 
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• At the end of the reading the reader pauses briefly and then says the words:  ‘Thanks be 
to God.’ 

 
• Ask the reader to use the backup copy on the lectern to read from. Readers taking 

scrappy bits of paper out of their pockets and unfolding them in full view of the 
congregation does not look very professional! 

 
• The reader will need to know when to do their reading in the service.  Please ask the 

reader/s to introduce him/her/self  or themselves to the Officiating Priest before the 
service! 

 
• Readers must be there ON TIME! There is nothing worse than a long silence as it dawns 

on everyone that the reader hasn’t turned up on time.  The readings are quite early on in 
the wedding service, so it really is important for them to be punctual! If no one steps 
forward to read, don’t panic!!  Since you will have placed a copy of the reading on the 
lectern, the Officiating Priest will step in and read it for you! 

 
• The bible readings should be taken from the NEW REVISED STANDARD VERSION 

of the bible.  You can use this link to copy and paste your readings:  
 

http://bible.oremus.org/ 
 
Type in the reference of your reading and tick the following boxes:  Omit the verse 
numbers/ omit footnotes/  

 
• Other readings from the world of literature should first be approved by the Officiating 

Priest before printing in the Order of Service. 
 
Readings from the Old Testament 
 
Genesis 1.26-28 
Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to 
our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the 
wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps 
upon the earth.’ 
So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them. 
God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, 
and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of 
the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that 
moves upon the earth.’  Thanks be to God. 
 
  

http://bible.oremus.org/
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Song of Solomon 2.10-13; 8.6,7 
My beloved speaks and says to me: 
‘Arise, my love, my fair one, 
and come away; 
for now the winter is past, 
the rain is over and gone. 
The flowers appear on the earth; 
the time of singing has come, 
and the voice of the turtle dove 
is heard in our land. 
The fig tree puts forth its figs, 
and the vines are in blossom; 
they give forth fragrance. 
Arise, my love, my fair one, 
and come away.’ 
Set me as a seal upon your heart, 
as a seal upon your arm; 
for love is strong as death, 
passion fierce as the grave. 
Its flashes are flashes of fire, 
a raging flame. 
Many waters cannot quench love, 
neither can floods drown it. 
If one offered for love 
all the wealth of one’s house, 
it would be utterly scorned.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Readings from the Epistles of the New Testament 
 
Romans 8.31-35,37-39 
What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did 
not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us 
everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is 
to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of 
God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 
hardship, 
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? No, in all these things 
we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Romans 12.1,2,9-13 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may 
discern what is the will of God – what is good and acceptable and perfect. Let love be 
genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; 
outdo one another in showing honour. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 
Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the 
saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
1 Corinthians 13 
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a 
clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am 
nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but 
do not have love, I gain nothing. Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful 
or 
arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not 
rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes 
all things, endures all things. Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an 
end; 
as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know only in 
part, and we prophesy only in part; but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an 
end. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; 
when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but 
then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have 
been 
fully known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is 
love. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Ephesians 3.14-end 
I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its 
name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be  
strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you may 
have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height 
and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled 
with all the fullness of God. Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to 
accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever. Amen.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Ephesians 4.1-6 
I, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been 
called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 
making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one 
body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Ephesians 3.14-end 
I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its 
name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be 
strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you may 
have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height 
and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled 
with all the fullness of God. Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to  
accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever. Amen. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Ephesians 4.1-6 
I, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been 
called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 
making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one 
body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Philippians 4.4-9 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. 
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is 
anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have 
learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Colossians 3.12-17 
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint 
against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 
Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 
And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one 
body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one 
another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual 
songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
1 John 3.18-end 
Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by this we will 
know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him whenever our hearts 
condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our 
hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; and we receive from him whatever 
we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. And this is his 
commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one 
another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his commandments abide in him, 
and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has 
given us. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
1 John 4.7-12 
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of 
God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love 
was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live 
through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to 
be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to 
love 
one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love 
is perfected in us.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
  



 Page 24 of 26 

Gospel Readings – usually read by the officiating priest. 

Matthew 5.1-10 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples 
came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 
for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will 
be called children of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.’ 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Matthew 7.21,24-end 
Jesus said, ‘Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord”, will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
only one who does the will of my Father in heaven. ‘Everyone then who hears these words of 
mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on rock. The rain fell, the 
floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had 
been founded on rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act on 
them will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain fell, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell – and great was its fall!’ Now 
when Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were astounded at his teaching, for he 
taught them as one having authority, and not as their scribes. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Mark 10.6-9,13-16 
Jesus said, ‘From the beginning of creation, “God made them male and female.” “For this 
reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall 
become one flesh.” So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has 
joined together, let no one separate.’ People were bringing little children to him in order that 
he might touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was 
indignant and said to them, ‘Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to 
such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive 
the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.’ And he took them up in his arms, 
laid his hands on them, and blessed them. 
Thanks be to God. 
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John 2.1-11 
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 
Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the 
mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what 
concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.’ His mother said to the servants, 
‘Do whatever he tells you.’ Now standing there were six stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of 
purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars with 
water.’ And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, ‘Now draw some out, and take 
it to the 
chief steward.’ So they took it. When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and 
did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the 
steward called the bridegroom and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine first, and then 
the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until 
now.’ Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and 
his disciples believed in him  
Thanks be to God. 
 
John 15.1-8 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes 
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear 
more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in 
me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide 
in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever 
does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, 
thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear 
much fruit and become my disciples.’ 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
John 15.9-17 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 
If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s  
commandments and abide in his love. I h ave said these things to you so that my joy may be 
in you, and that your joy may be complete. This is my commandment, that you love one 
another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any 
longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You 
did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will 
last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these 
commands so that you may love one another.’ 
Thanks be to God. 
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The Parish of St Mary the Virgin, Stanwell and St Matthew, Ashford 
are part of the See of Fulham in the Diocese of London. 
 
We are on the web at: www.smam.org.uk  
 
You can also find us on Facebook.  
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